
 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

  
Dear parents, friends and students 

 

Please note the further advice below, in light of the CECV update received this afternoon. 

 

Excursions  
All excursions outside the College for purposes such as visits to cultural institutions, art 
galleries, theatres, and sporting events or facilities (other than those local facilities regularly 
used by the school) planned to take place from and including Tuesday 17 March have been 
cancelled for the remainder of the term. This includes interschool competition. 

This does not include student and travel between campuses.  

International arrivals  
Everyone arriving in Australia from overseas from midnight on Sunday 15 March will be 
required to self-isolate for 14 days. This obviously includes students and staff who may be 
returning from overseas excursions or other travel.  

Importantly, it also includes parents, carers and any other relatives or friends of your 
students who are returning from overseas travel. As they are required to self-isolate, please 
note they must not visit the school to pick up children or for any other reason.  

In addition, in response to the New Zealand Government’s travel restrictions announced 
over the weekend, staff and students can no longer travel to New Zealand. This is effective 
from Sunday 15 March 2020.  

Residential aged-care visits  
Based on advice from the federal government to protect vulnerable Australians, the College 
will not pursue visits to residential aged-care facilities over the remainder of the term.  

School closures  
Earlier today the Chief Health Officer confirmed that ‘pre-emptive school closures are not 
likely to be proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent community 
transmission of COVID-19 at this time’.  

As confirmed last Friday, you will be informed directly if the State Government requires the 
College to be closed, either as a standalone school closure or as part of a local or area-based 
closure. Teaching staff are meeting this afternoon to continue planning for continuity of 
education for Emmanuel students in the event of a future school closure. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Organised gatherings  
The Australian Government has announced that mass gatherings of more than 500 people 
are now prohibited. This explicitly does not include schools running normal teaching and 
learning programs. It does, however, apply to any school event that involves attendance by 
community members who are not students or staff (where ‘staff’ includes support staff) and 
where total attendance will exceed 500. As confirmed earlier to Year 7 parents, this includes 
cancellation of Wednesday’s PBL presentation. Level and college assemblies have also been 
cancelled for the remainder of the term. 

Good hygiene practices  
All the above steps are part of the efforts of the College to contain the spread of COVID-19. 
A reminder to continue good hygiene practices, including regular hand washing, and to 
encourage your child in these practices, as we continue to do at the College. 

We all, staff, students and parents, continue to have a critical role in managing this situation. 

A reminder to parents to: 

• Exercise good judgment by keeping your child at home if they are feeling unwell for 

any reason 

• Talk to your child about the situation if they are feeling anxious or stressed. You 

have a key role in helping them feel prepared and safe 

• Encourage your child to remain committed to their schoolwork. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Christopher Stock 

Principal 

 
 

 


