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As I write this reflection, the 
nation is in the midst of a range 
of arrangements to slow down 
the rate of coronavirus infection. 
The uncertainty that increasingly 
characterises our lives has certainly 
heightened over recent months. 
The capacity for resilience that 
we focus on with our students 
has never been more important. 
Getting around one another, and 
supporting those in need, has 
also never been more important. 
We continue to respond to these 
challenges as the Emmanuel 
community, and as members of 
our local community, citizens of 
Victoria and of the nation. While 
ensuring the wellbeing of our 
immediate loved ones and families 
we also continue to strive to look 
out for those struggling to manage 
their circumstances successfully. 
In ensuring the wellbeing of our 
students, staff planning for online 
learning continuity and remote 
pastoral support, as required, has 
been a key focus.

Christopher Stock 
Principal

ReflectionPRINCIPAL’S

Year 12
Retreat

In late February our Year 12 students kicked 
off the year with a fabulous Retreat held 
at Rutherford Park, Blampied. The 
theme for the Year 12 Retreat program 
was ‘See, I have carved you on the 
palms of my hand’. Through this theme 
they explored how unique and special 
each one of them is and how they have 
been given gifts to grow and develop. 

The young men had the opportunity 
to consolidate friendships, set goals and 
recognise the supports they have and will 
need through their Year 12 journey. They had 
discussions and reflections, participated in walks, yoga, Zumba and 
boxercise, as well as prayer and goal setting. 

The Retreat provided students with a space to 
reflect on their personal relationships, who they 

are and what they are called to be. They were 
reminded of the myriad ways in which they 
can care for themselves. 

They grew closer as a group and had time 
to reflect on the big questions. Our students 

emerged from the Retreat feeling tired, but also 
positive and energised about the year ahead. 
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 at St Paul ’s Campus
First Day

The first day at Emmanuel College for new students, parents and staff was very exciting. The young men 
demonstrated their confidence and connection to the College when they proudly walked into McCoy Hall, and 
waited quietly for the day to begin. During the short assembly our College Captain, George Limperis talked 
about his memories from Year 7 and his first day at Emmanuel. They then moved to their homerooms with other 
students that they had met at their Orientation Day.

The Year 7 Orientation program of events proved to be of great value to the students. As well as tours to familiarise 
themselves with the campus, they spent time getting to know their new classmates and teachers.

Opening
College Mass

The Opening College Mass was celebrated on 7 February at St Patrick’s Cathedral by Fr John Healy, Fr Binh Le, Fr 
Greg Trythall and Archpriest Michael Kalka. 

Our 2019 College Captain, Augustine Kadende, joined our 2020 College Captains, George Limperis, Rhea Chatterji 
and Aaron Sta Maria, in the leadership pledge. 

Our theme for 2020 is “Let all that you do be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:14).
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The Year 7 students headed off to Portsea in Week 3 to their first 
secondary school camp. This three–day camp gave the Year 7 students 
the chance to be involved in some exciting and challenging activities. 
The students were able to form new friendships, bond with staff 
and strengthen their relationship with the entire Emmanuel College 
community. 

Day one started at Adventure Park in Geelong where students and staff enjoyed the rides and attractions, followed 
by a trip across the bay on the Queenscliff to Sorrento Ferry and a short bus trip to Portsea. Some students were 
lucky to see dolphins on the ferry trip.

Once at camp, students had the opportunity to do activities including; the 
giant swing, snorkelling, high ropes, the flying fox and team building games. 
During these activities, staff worked hard to build the beginnings of strong 
relationships with the students and enjoy the shared experience.

This year the students were joined by some of the Year 10 Peer Mentors. 
The role of the Peer Mentors is to support the Year 7 students during 
their transition to secondary school and they achieved this at camp by 
encouraging and assisting the Year 7s with their activities.

On Friday they returned home, tired but happy, and having a greater sense of 
belonging to the Emmanuel Community.

CampYear 7
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On Wednesday 4 March, fifteen students took part in the Sunset 
Series Fun Run around the Tan. This run was to raise awareness 
and money for Beyond Blue and help improve the lives of 
millions of people in Australia affected by anxiety, depression and 
suicide. It was a great afternoon of fun, fitness and fundraising. 

Over $800 was raised for mental health support. 

International Women’s Day was celebrated on Sunday 8 March to recognise the 
social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. Staff at both 
campuses wore a hint of purple on the Friday. Historically, purple is a colour that 
denotes justice and dignity, and now it is used to represent women. 

On Friday 13 March, students across both campuses gathered together for the 
Relay for Life to raise money for the Cancer Council. Over 100 students and staff 
were involved on the night completing many laps around the school, dancing 
and singing to music, eating pizza, meeting new friends and having fun. As a 
College, we raised over $5,800. Together the team did 3,532 laps which equated 
to 1,130 kilometres. 

Social Justice
Activities at Emmanuel

At the end of Term 1, selected students from both campuses 
undertook a ‘Camino for Caritas’ pilgrimage to Queen of 
Peace Church as a Catholic Education Week activity. Students 
carried buckets of water and food on their journey along with 
their reflective thoughts and prayers.

We would like to thank the College community for their 
ongoing support for Social Justice. The generosity and love 
you have shown has been commendable.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Most Money Raised Georgia Lovell $524.15

Most Student Laps Lachlan Brearly 124 laps

Most Teacher Laps Ms Larissa Lever 50 laps

Best Vet Sport Group 
Presentation

Georgia Lovell Holly Pendleton
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In early February Max Birthisel (Year 11) made his debut in 
Victorian Premier cricket. It was a big achievement for the 
16-year-old who made his debut for Footscray Cricket Club in 
the Fourth XI against Ringwood. Last year Max also competed 
in the national cricket championships in Mackay where he 
played in the Victorian U17 Metro cricket team. 

Senior Debut
at Footscray Crciket Club

Medieval
Day

In late February, our Year 8 students 
celebrated Medieval Day. It was a 
great opportunity for our students 
to step back in time. Duels were 
fought and our students dressed up 
as matrons, kings, queens and men 
of arms.

Green Gully Soccer Club is one 
of the most highly renowned 
soccer clubs in the National 
Premier League (NPL) in 
Victoria. Lucas Tsifilidis (Year 
12) made his debut last year 
against Dandenong Thunder. He 
continued his time playing and 
training with them throughout 
the remainder of the season 
for 2019, playing alongside 
ex A-league players such as 
Emmanuel Muscat and Nicholas 
Kalmar. As Lucas was 16 years 
of age at the time, he was considered young when it comes to 
making a senior debut. Lucas is now training with the Seniors 
for 2020 and plays between the under 20s and Seniors. 

Debut
at Senior Soccer
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On Track
Australian Grand Prix

Michael Clemente (Class of 2019) recently qualified in the 
TCR Australia Category. Michael raced in an ex-Wall Racing 
Honda Civic Type R during his first season. In the opening 
practice on Day 1 Michael claimed 4th position in the 22–car 
field of the Asia Pacific TCR Cup at Albert Park. Unfortunately, 
due to COVID–19 the Australian Grand Prix was cancelled. 
We hope to see Michael out on the track soon.

2019 College Captain Augustine Kadende was 
named Hobsons Bay Young Citizen of the Year for 
2020. Augustine introduced a number of initiatives 
addressing mental health, redefined what it means 
to be a young man in our community, and challenged 
negative stereotypes of masculinity. He also recently 
took part in the Hobsons Bay ‘Turning the Page’ 
anthology, which highlights the impact libraries have 
in our community. Augustine is now studying a 
Bachelor of Arts completing a double major in Politics 
& International Relations and Law & Justice at the 
University of Melbourne. 

Young Citizen
Hobsons Bay

Bachar Houli
Academy

In late September, Marwan El-Houli (Year 12) was fortunate enough to 
be one of the 26 boys (between the age 15-18) selected from across 
Australia to be a part of the Bachar Houli Academy. The academy is a high-
performance football talent program for emerging junior male players aged 
between 12 to 18 who come from an Islamic background. The program ran 
for a week and consisted of football development, identity sessions, as well 
as leadership building. Bachar Houli (2x premiership player and All Australian 
Richmond defender), Adam Saad (Essendon defender) and Ahmed Saad 
(former St Kilda AFL player) were present throughout the camp. At the 
end of the week voting was conducted by each player based on who they 
thought demonstrated the best leadership throughout the camp. Marwan 
was lucky enough to win this award: The Bachar Houli Medal. 

Marwan was selected to go on the International Leadership Camp based on his football performance and 
leadership. The nine-day Bachar Houli International Leadership Camp was held in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 
During the camp Marwan completed the Richmond's high intensity pre-season program which also 
focused on leadership and identity. 

As a result of winning the Bachar Houli Medal, Bachar Houli becomes Marwan’s mentor which enables him 
to contact or catch up with him whenever he requires.
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Congratulations to the following staff for 10 years of service and dedication: Mr Daniel 
Velardo, Ms Barbara Brown, Mr Marc Nicholas and Ms Elizabeth Buckley. 

Congratulations to Craig Trembath (Class of 1989) who was inducted into the College Roll 
of Honour. Craig has had an outstanding sports career and represented Australia in Clay 
Target Shooting from 2002 – 2014, winning a Commonwealth Games gold medal in 2006.


