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VCE High Achievers



Wowee! What about that! What a big year it has been at 
Emmanuel!

I am reminded of T.S Eliot’s famous lines: We shall not cease 
from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to 
arrive where we started and know the place for the first time. 

Over the challenges of 2020, our priorities became clearer. 
We re-imagined what learning/teaching could be. For students 
it was very clear, if it was not already, that being with their 
friends was their number 1 value about school. At the same 
time, their appreciation of teachers was loud and clear. Who 
would have thought that students would be happy to get back 
to school, as they were on return in term 4! In the virtual mode 
of working from home, College-parent partnerships became 
even stronger as we worked together in a new model of 
learning for their daughters and sons.

The world in which we live and work, and is increasingly 
the world into which our young people will  move is best 
characterized as a VUCAH world – volatile, uncertain, complex, 
ambiguous, hyperconnected. The work of the College in 
building student resilience for such a world was never more 
important. Their capacity for gratitude, compassion and 
mindfulness was an important factor in their success over 
2020.

One special take-away for all in the Emmanuel community 
was that when we work together and support one another 
we can succeed through any challenge. May we all continue 
to strive for ‘life to the full’ as we move into what, hopefully, 
remains a COVIDsafe year and one with a few less unexpected 
surprises!

Congratulations to our VCE High Achievers of the Class of 
2020, featured on the cover of this edition, on their outstanding 
results and exciting University courses to which they have 
gained entry:

Ibraheem Ali – Bachelor of Financial Planning, RMIT

Nathan Vuong - Bachelor of Commerce, University of 
Melbourne

Neville Cheong – Bachelor of Science, University of Melbourne

Louis Nguyen – Bachelor of Engineering, RMIT

Nikolas Marjanovic – Bachelor of Design/ Urban Planning, 
University of Melbourne

Christopher Stock

Principal

ReflectionPRINCIPAL’S
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Brophy
Scholarship

Congratulations to Mark Jakubiec on his outstanding 
VCE achievement with an ATAR ranking of 99.8. Mark 
plans to pursue a Doctor of Optometry at the University 
of Melbourne. He was also awarded the College Brophy 
Scholarship providing $1,000 per year for the three years of 
his undergraduate studies.

The theme for Book Week 2020 was “Curious 
Creatures, Wild Minds”. Year 7 English classes 
visited the libraries to browse and borrow books. 
All students both on campus and remote learning 
were invited to compete in two online quizzes with 
lots of cool prizes to win. It was wonderful to see 
our libraries so busy again and the happy faces of 
students who can borrow all the new titles that 
arrived during remote learning.

Darth Vader visited the Library in the second last 
week of school and was there to ensure all library 
books were returned before the end of the school 
year. He took some time out to play games, help 
with last minute homework and he enjoyed some 
quiet reading time. 

Term 4 Activities
Library 2020



On Wednesday 11 November we paused and reflected on the first ANZACs in 
World War 1 whose actions established the traditions we as a nation hold so 
dear today. This year our Year 9 Humanities students prepared recordings of 
commemoration services for classes and staff to partake in.

Wreaths were placed on behalf of the College community at local cenotaphs 
during commemoration ceremonies. We honour the suffering and sacrifice of the 
men and women who served abroad and those who remained at home. 
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Day
Remembrance

CelebrationsYear 12

NAIDOC
Week

Aboriginals and Torres Straight Islanders 
were Australia’s first explores, artists, 
athletes, teachers, diplomats, philosophers, 
botanists, astronomers, farmers and 
soldiers. Between Monday 9 – Friday 
13 November students learnt about the 
amazing stories of the world’s oldest 
civilisation.

We would like to congratulate our Year 12 students on an outstanding year under 
trying circumstances. You have all shown amazing resilience, perseverance and 
patience in what has proven to be a challenging year. 

Although we could not celebrate the Year 12 students’ final day with our normal offsite 
excursion due to COVID-19 Legislation, our Year 12 students still had a wonderful 
last day together. Students were provided with a lunch box and given a Class of 
2020 picnic blanket and shared their final lunch together. 
A professional photographer was on hand to take 
photos of the students for them to access for long 
lasting memories. Many stories from the last six 
years were exchanged and at the end of lunch 
many tears were shed. 

We also had to change our plans for graduation 
due to COVID-19. The Class of 2020 came 
together for their final celebration at the Notre 
Dame Campus. Unfortunately families could 
not attend the celebration, but they were each 
given a grazing and dessert box to enjoy whilst 
they watched the live ceremony via YouTube. 
The campus was decorated with outdoor 
seating and lights, food trucks and there 
was also a DJ pumping out dance 
tunes. 

Graduation is always an occasion 
that truly celebrates the students in 
their final year at Emmanuel College. 
We are very proud of the young men 
and their growth and learning over their 
years at the College.



STAFF MARIANIST
Edwin Farmar–Bowers

Celebrationof Excellence
At the College we are proud to celebrate the outstanding growth and learning 
achieved by our students. We also recognise the work of all College staff in supporting 
the wonderful growth and learning in the people whom we serve. Congratulations 
to the many students who received achievement awards at the Celebration of 
Excellence event which was held virtually.

Well done to Year 12 students George Limperis and Rhea Chatterji, and staff members 
Edwin Farmar-Bowers and Leonie Rushbrook, on receiving Marianist Excellence 
Awards, and to Emmanuel College Scholarship winners Alex Malelis and Tina Bilic.
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Congratulations to Jordan Gasim, Amelia Cincotta and Nathan Ang who have been selected as the 2021 College Captains. We look forward to your leadership 
next year.

2021
Student Leadership

Congratulations to Jordan Gasim who has been selected as the 2021 College 
Captain and to the following students on their appointments to leadership 
positions. We look forward to their leadership in 2021.

Jordan’s aspiration for 2021 “For 2021, I aspire to be the College Captain that 
inspires students to be successful inside and outside the classroom, but, 
more importantly, to be the best version of themselves”.

JORDAN GASIM
COLLEGE CAPTAIN

MAX BIRTHISEL
SPORTS CAPTAIN

JACK HORVATH
ARTS LEADER

HIEU VU
MISSION CAPTAIN: FAITH

AJAAY VENKADESWARAN      
MISSION CAPTAIN: SOCIAL JUSTICE            

JOSEPH SICCITA
ACADEMIC LEADER

SCHOOL ADVISORY COMMITTEE STUDENT MEMBER



EMMANUEL COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIP

Alex Malelis

CALTEX BEST ALL ROUNDER
Connor Brown

STUDENT MARIANIST
George Limperis

SENIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING
Rhys Randall

ANNA ROMITA PERFORMING 
ARTS

Khiem Nguyen

JUNIOR MUSIC
Nicholas Milich

SENIOR MUSIC
Jack Horvath

Absent: DAVID TEMPLETON 
SCHOLARSHIP – Dean Penna

MARGARET JEAN WARNER 
SCHOLARSHIP

Michael Kadende

KWONG LEE DOW YOUNG 
SCHOLARSHIP

Jake Cutajar

SOCIAL JUSTICE
Joel Mutch

SENIOR SPORTSMAN
OF THE YEAR

Nicholas Prassinos

Congratulations to Jordan Gasim, Amelia Cincotta and Nathan Ang who have been selected as the 2021 College Captains. We look forward to your leadership 
next year.
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Creative Modelsin the Technology Department

Virtual
Music Concert

Due to the COVID restrictions we were unable to hold 
our annual music concert. We had to be creative in the 
way we showcased our talented music students and 
staff. In early Term 4 we released a virtual music concert: 
to view the music concert scan the QR code with your 
mobile phone or tablet. Alternatively open your camera 
on your smart phone and point it at the QR code.

In Systems Engineering there are many ways to research, design, develop, test and 
evaluate systems. Adam Filipczuk (Year 12) has had an interest in high powered 

motorsport and has investigated ways to increase the performance of his ‘pit 
bike’ motorcycle. There were various considerations and options he evaluated 
but he chose turbocharging as the best solution. 
He researched and calculated aspects before 
construction. The turbocharger needed to match 
the engine, the required engine modifications, 
and fabrication of parts for the piston, 

exhaust, oil lines, the inlet system, the 
blow off valve, boost gauge and electric fuel 

pump. He also considered the environmental 
considerations of using E85 fuel as a renewable 

bio-fuel that also assisted in improving performance. 
Adam was able to create tests to obtain accurate results allowing him to 
conclude that his modifications generated more power and torque, 
satisfying his design parameters.

It has been busy over the last few months in the 
Technology Department. During remote learning 
and whilst back at school our Year 7 students 
used the design process to investigate 
a national monument of their choice, 
whilst our Year 9 students could choose 
a vehicle. Students needed to research, 
develop design options, and make a 
model using alternative materials such 
as balsa, match and paddle pop sticks, 
and/ or cardboard. A journal was also kept 
that recorded their learning journey in this 
process. Students were very creative and 
innovative and developed excellent work.



ACC
Junior Debating Competition
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Western Bulldogs
Leadership Program

On Monday 9 November, ACC hosted its second online 
debating and public speaking competition. The junior 
competition consisted of Year 7 and 8 students from the 
Association competing for this year’s championship. 

It was a new platform for these boys, but it was great to 
see the fantastic effort that they put in throughout the 
day. Congratulations to Ms Buckley and the following 
students:
• Vignesh Chakravarthy - Debated from home 

despite having an injury. 
• Matthew Joveski – Was one of the best speakers 

all day. 
• Ayan Panghal – Debated for the first time and 

cannot wait to participate in the next round of 
debating.  

The next round of debating will begin next year in the 
Debaters Association of Victoria (DAV) competition.

The Western Bulldogs Inner West Youth Leadership Project is one of many platforms that is offered to students across 
Victoria. This program engages students from different schools, ages, interests, and backgrounds in an environment 
where ideas can be discussed. Each week students discussed their goals, how they 
could achieve them, and how they could use success to better their community. 
The program has empowered youth leadership in Victoria in what was a challenging 
time. 

Year 9 students Zayn Gasim (pictured left) and Bevan Mitrevski (pictured right) 
participated in this year’s program. The boys would highly recommend this 
experience to any high school students. Bevan said,”The program gave me 
something to look forward to each week whilst stuck in lockdown… I was able to 
meet new people and learn about the fundamentals and foundations of being a 
successful person and leader”. Even though this program was run virtually this year, 
it is inspiring to see our youth take the opportunities that are given to them. Zayn 
said that his involvement inspired him to”continue working hard and taught me how 
to be flexible… I feel that now I can act on my ideas and implement them no matter 
what circumstance”.

It is truly amazing to see how the community and students of Emmanuel College 
have continued to stay persistent and give their best during the most challenging of 
times.

Vignesh Chakravarthy, Matthew Joveski and Ayan Panghal

Zayn Gasim and Bevan Mitrevski

Languages
Week

In the last week of term we celebrated 
Languages Week. Over the course of the 
week there were many activities including 
learning how to draw manga and Pokémon 
characters, a soccer clinic with Juventus 
Academy, and Education Perfect and 
Bocce competitions. A gelati truck also 
visited the campus and our students and 
staff enjoyed some delicious ice cream. 



Notre Dame Campus
2-40 Foxwood Drive
Point Cook 
03 8325 5100 www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

St Paul’s Campus
423 Blackshaws Rd
Altona North 
03 8325 5100

Come along and hear from College Principal, Mr Christopher Stock at our 
Meet the Principal event, commencing at 9:00am.

This event provides a wonderful opportunity for prospective students and 
families to hear about life at the College and enjoy a tour of the school’s 
facilities.

If you are unable to attend this morning, you may wish to join our monthly 
tours of the College at either campus. 

Enrolment Applications

*Year 7, 2023 - Close Friday 20 August 2021

To RSVP your attendance, please register at 
https://www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au/

enrolment-information/open-day

For more information please contact Donna 
Grech, College Registrar on 8325 5100 or email 

enrolments@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

MEET THE PRINCIPAL

ST PAUL’S CAMPUS
Thursday 4 March 
Commencing at 9:00am


