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In a previous schooling era, the key 
assessment measure was ‘pass’/’fail’. 
Failure was a very negative idea. If you 
‘failed’, your term/ semester/year was 
regarded as having been a waste of 
time. At Emmanuel we ‘fail well’. The 
brain research is clear: without mistakes 
we do not learn. Making mistakes is 
when the brain switches on to learn. 
If we are not making mistakes, we 
are not trying hard enough. ‘Failing 
well’ is sticking at it, identifying where 
we went wrong and learning from it. 
This is equally true for teacher teams 
implementing a teaching approach 
to improve student learning and for 
students on their learning journey. It 
is true for every student regardless 
of their position on the learning 
continuum. The challenge is there for 
the ‘cruisers’ not stretching to their full 
potential and for those struggling with 
their learning, aiming to maximize their 
learning growth.

It is also important that we, the adults 
of the Emmanuel learning community, 
remember how challenging it is for all 
of us, including the young men who we 
serve, to manage mistakes, ‘fail well’ 
and persist in the difficulties of learning.

Christopher Stock

Principal 

ReflectionPRINCIPAL’S
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Juraki
Surf Invitational

Juraki is an annual indigenous surf competition that on the surface may 
look like just a sporting event but underneath is a really big ‘corroboree’ 
or gathering. The competition ran over three days at Fingal Head on the 
northern NSW coast. It was a wonderful opportunity for Indigenous people 
of Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands to come together and 
celebrate their own unique cultures.

This year four students Ben Tutai, Will Buck, 
Tobias Wight and Heath Schiavello helped 
with the successful operation of the surf 
competition. This cultural immersion allowed 
our students to meet members of indigenous 
communities from across Australia. 

On the first day there was an opening 
ceremony. As part of the ceremony they had 
a ‘mixing of water’. Participants brought water 
from their home territory, which was then 
mixed with water from other participants. The 

opening ceremony also had dances, where they invited various mobs to join 
in the communal dancing. Looking closely, it was apparent that each ‘mob’ 
had a slightly altered version of the same dance. 

Ben had the opportunity as a volunteer to get on stage at the culture night 
and perform what he thought was a perfect whale sound. On the Saturday 
they did a cultural walk with Josh, one of the locals who grew up in Fingal. 
They learnt how the elders lived on the land, how they found food and they 
even had a chance to make fishing line from grasses.

Our students immersed themselves in indigenous culture and learnt the role 
and importance of elders and the value of community. This experience has 
enriched the connections made last year, and students have continued to 
learn and further understand the indigenous culture in the area.



On Thursday 29 August we welcomed fathers, grandfathers, and 
other special men to our College to celebrate our annual Father’s 
Day Mass and Breakfast.

Our Chapel was filled with important men and their sons for 
the morning mass where we celebrated the gift they are to us. 
Breakfast followed mass with the opportunity to mix and mingle 
with other dads over a hearty breakfast.

Special thanks to Father Binh Le who celebrated with our families 
at the morning mass.

Father’s Day
Mass and Breakfast

Between Monday 19 to Friday 23 August, we celebrated this year’s Book 
Week theme of ‘Reading is my super power’. Back by popular demand, 
Book Week’s Dash for Cash was a great success. 200 books contained 
hidden cash that the students had to find by deciphering clues each 
lunchtime; a fun way for students to get to know the collections and use the 
library systems. The accumulated cash was then used to bid at the auction 
on prizes in our display case.
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Music Camp
On 7 August, 42 music students and a number of staff 
including Ms Jones, Mr Puglisi, Mr Sutherland and Mr 
Montana headed off to music camp for a three day 
intensive at Ferngully Lodge, Healesville.

Students participated in a range of workshops to 
develop expertise in concert band and jazz combo. 
The senior students worked with guest conductor 
Mr Monte Mumford to develop their ensemble skills 
and musicianship. Mr Mumford holds an international 
reputation as a conductor, educator, adjudicator 
and clinician. He contributes regularly to the field of 
music education through conference presentations, 
publications, professional development offerings and 
master classes, and is highly regarded in his field. 

The final session of the camp was a ‘work in progress’ 
concert where students had the opportunity to perform 

in a solo or duet. We were fortunate to have pianist 
Ms Jodie Lockyer to accompany the students and 
to provide guidance to improve their performance. 
Jodie Lockyer is a pianist in high demand based in 
Melbourne.  As an accompanist she has worked with 
many leading Arts organisations including the Victorian 
College of the Arts, Melbourne Conservatorium, The 
Sir Zelman Cowan School of Music, Monash University, 
Oz Opera, Melbourne University Choral Society, The 
Royal Melbourne 
Philharmonic Society, 
and The Defence Force 
School of Music.

Congratulations to 
our music students 
for their involvement 
and the substantial 
improvements 
made in their music 
knowledge.

Week
Book



Visual and Performing Arts
‘All that Jazz’

Showcase 2019 was held on 4 September at the Quiroga Auditorium, Notre Dame Campus. The event, subtitled ‘All That 
Jazz!’, opened with a display of the student art works in the foyer with many outstanding pieces on display. Students from all 
year levels and from both campuses were considered for awards. The winner of the Principal’s Award was Fei Fei Li (Year 9, 
NDC) while the People’s Choice Awards went to Sarah Agius (Year 12, NDC) and Luke Sultana (Year 11, SPC).  Congratulations 
to all students whose work was on display. 

The capacity audience in the auditorium experienced twenty high quality performance acts accompanied by a professional live 
band. The performances began with the school choir singing ‘All That Jazz’ from the musical ‘Chicago’. Highlights of the stage 
acts included Crystal Jacob (Year 12) and Julia Laurilla (Year 12) singing ‘I Have Nothing’, Guillermo Cabrera (Year 9) singing 
‘Angie’, and Josh Finnie (Year 12) and Christian Gingco (Year 12) who sang ‘Something’ by George Harrison. All of the singing 
acts and performers were first class.  

The audience saw drama presentations videoed by Year 8 and 9 students from both campuses; these videos showcased the 
diversity of work being created by our drama students. Further, the school music ensembles featured heavily in the program 
with the Junior Concert Band, Senior Concert Band, and String Ensemble all producing exceptional performances. 

The evening concluded with the Combined Jazz Combo, led by our trumpet tutor Jason Sandercock, playing ‘Second Line’ 
which involved audience participation and students strutting and soloing like a New Orleans jazz band. A great time all round.

Thanks to our VCAL students who gave up their time to prepare and man the sausage sizzle. Well done to all our performers 
and artists. 
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Principal’s Award
Fei Fei Li (Year 9, NDC)
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Year 6
Games Night

Transition into high school has been 
a smooth process for our 2020 Year 7 
students. This term we ran another fantastic 
event with just over 200 people in attendance.

Upon arrival, our families enjoyed a sausage sizzle cooked by our VCAL 
students. This was followed by the highlight of the evening: the Games Night 
run by Total Team Building. The families participated in ‘Win it in a 
Minute’ styled games. The next wave of students and their families 
had a wonderful time, making new friends and helping their 
transition to Year 7, 2020.

Year 4 
Experience

During the term, Year 4 students from our 
feeder schools were given the opportunity to 
experience a sample of secondary school life.

The Year 4s visited both the St Paul’s and Notre 
Dame campuses. They participated in a range 
of activities including science demonstrations, 
creating paper puppets and physical education 
workshops.

Emmanuel College would like to thank our 
feeder schools for their continued support of 
the program. 
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Lacrosse
Champions

On Friday 30 August, our Year 9 – 12 
Lacrosse Team travelled to Yarra 
Park to compete in the Lacrosse 
Championships. Having previously 
won the title over the past few years 
we were under pressure to repeat 
our endeavours. Experiencing tough 
competition from schools such as 
Melbourne High School, Bendigo 
Senior Secondary College and strong 
rival Williamstown High School, the 
boys knew they had to perform at their very best.

Throughout the tournament we were able to stay 
unbeaten and perform well as a team. Great defending 
from Max Birthisel (Year 10), quick game play from 
Augustine Kadende (Year 12) and sharp shooting from 
William McDonald (Year 12) ensured we made it to the 
finals. The Grand Final was between Emmanuel and 
Williamstown High School. 

The first half had us score the first three goals going 
into half time. After a slight loss of concentration 
Williamstown High School were able to come back and 
score the next three goals to draw at the final siren. It 
was golden goal at the end to see which team would 
triumph. Breaking out of the middle were SPC going 
forward to the stick of Jarrod Parsons (Year 12) with a 
couple of twists and turns, Parsons flicked the ball into 
the back of the net and we were crowned champions 
again. Well done to all students who participated in the 
tournament. 

Year 11 
Ski Trip

In the first week of September 
a number of Year 11 students 
and staff attended a three day 
camp to Mt Buller. Starting with 
a range of previous experience 
in the snow, the camp provided 
lessons and free time for the students 
to practice their newly acquired skills.

It was amazing to see how the students progressed 
and developed their ability to stop, turn and in some 

cases complete tricks to demonstrate confidence in this 
challenging activity.
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This term we were fortunate to have Dr Peter 
Brukner as a guest speaker at our parent forum, 
as well as at Year 8 Healthy Living sessions. Dr 
Brukner shared his knowledge about healthy 
living choices which was well received by our 

parents and students. Students received information about the impact of 
sugar, the state of the nation’s health and what we can do to ensure we live 
healthy lives. Further information can be found by following Sugar By Half on 
Facebook and Instagram, and checking out his website
https://www.fatlotofgood.com.au/ for further resources. His book ‘A Fat Lot of 
Good’ is a superb read and highly recommended.

Sugar
By Half



Notre Dame Campus
2-40 Foxwood Drive
Point Cook 
03 8325 5100 www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

St Paul’s Campus
423 Blackshaws Rd
Altona North 
03 8325 5100

TWILIGHT TALK AND TOUR

Please register your attendance at 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ectours2019

For more information, contact us on 8325 5119 or 
email enrolments@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

Come along and hear from College Principal, Mr Christopher 
Stock at our Twilight Talk and Tour commencing at 6pm. 
This event provides a wonderful opportunity for prospective 
students and families to hear about life at the College and 
enjoy a tour of the school’s facilities.

ST PAUL’S / EMMANUEL COLLEGE 
CLASS REUNION

1979 1989 20091999

We are pleased to invite students from the classes of 1979, 1989, 1999 and 2009 to 
a class reunion.
All past students from these classes are warmly welcomed, regardless of the year 
level in which you started or finished your studies.
Enjoy some refreshments as you catch up with your classmates and teachers and 
take a trip down memory lane! 

RSVP By Friday 15 November, 2019

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ecreunion or by contacting Ms Penny Cook at

alumni@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au or on 8325 5100

Friday 22 November 6.00pm to  8.30pmSt Paul’s Campus

TUESDAY 19 NOVEMBER

6PM – 7PM

ST PAUL’S CAMPUS


