
EMMANUEL COLLEGE COMMUNITY 

News 

 
The VCE HeadStart program for the Classes of 2023 (Year 12) and 2024 (Year 11) concluded yesterday, 
with the Year 9 Extended Investigation commencing next week.  
 
Today our senior student leaders for 2023 will attend a leadership day to reflect on the Marianist values 
that inform our understanding of leadership as service and plan for their important roles next year.  
 
Congratulations to Holly Bridges and Matthew Joveski on their selection by the University of Melbourne 
as Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars.  
 
Congratulations to our Boys Year 8 Volleyball Team on their victory in the SACCSS Grand Final and to our 
Year 10 ACC teams as Division 2 aggregate champions for 2023. 
 
Year 7-9 classes conclude Tuesday week, 6 December, at 1.05pm. In following days, staff will be engaged 
in report completion, course writing, planning and professional learning in preparation for 2023. 
 
May we continue to respond to the call of Emmanuel, God-with-us, as we prepare, in this Advent season, 
for our celebration of Christ’s birth.  
 
Christopher Stock 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
School Fees 2022 
2022 School Fees are now overdue. Late fees of $50.00 per student have been applied to all outstanding 
accounts. Families that are not on a school approved payment arrangement should check their           
statements on SEQTA Engage and arrange immediate payment of any outstanding fees. If families have 
any queries regarding payment of their account we ask that they call the Finance Officer on 83255100 or 
email familyaccounts@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au 
 
School Fees 2023 
2023 School Fee Statements will be emailed to parents by 14 December 2022. Please login to the Finance 
Portal on SEQTA Engage to choose your payment plans before 8 February. Fee details can also be viewed 
on the Finance Portal. 
 
2023 Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)  
Please note that 2023 CSEF applications need to be completed for all new students (including siblings of a 
current student) if the family has a healthcare card or if the family with existing students has recently 
received a healthcare card. (If the family received CSEF this year, you DO NOT have to reapply in 2023.) 
The family will receive $225.00 from Centrelink and $1000.00 additional funding from Emmanuel College. 
The eligibility dates for 2023 CSEF are the first day of Term 1 (01/02/2023) and Term 2 (24/04/2023). The 
CSEF programme for 2023 closes on 23/06/2023. You can find the CSEF flyer in different languages on the 
CSEF website. You are also welcome to collect a copy from either one of our receptions. 
 
Who needs to apply? 

• Parents of new students ( including siblings of current students) 

• Parents that have recently received a healthcare card and not received CSEF in 2022 
 
Who doesn’t need to apply? 

• Parents who received CSEF in 2022 with no new students commencing in 2023 
 
Laven Wang 
Assistant Business Manager 
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 Campus Leaders 

 It is amazing to think that we have only seven days of classes left in 2022. Still, there is a lot to be done in these few days, with the Year 9 
students undertaking an Extended Investigation Project, curriculum to be completed at Years 7 and 8, some assessments due and             
preparation for next year.  
 
Senior students have been completing their exams and undertaking their Headstart program for VCE and VCE VM classes in 2023. Students 
will have some holiday homework in preparation for commencing VCE studies and a separate Year 12 newsletter will be sent to all 2023 Year 
12 students.  
 
At this point in time we are finalising charter bus arrangements for both campuses to cope with the number of students living in areas not 
well serviced by the Department of Transport bus routes. It is not easy to make completely accurate projections regarding the numbers who 
wish to access the charter as not all families living in the areas wish to use the service and at NDC some current travellers have indicated that 
they are going to ride their bike to school next year. Please respond urgently to Mr Vince Crimi at NDC and Mr Stephen Lunardelli at SPC if 
you wish to use the charter buses and have not responded to previous correspondence.  
 
A reminder that all students are required to adhere to uniform regulations up to and including the last day of school. This includes not     
wearing jewellery or fake nails/eyelashes and having an appropriate hairstyle.  Please see the Student Planner for detailed information on 
what is permissible.  
 
As the holidays approach, it may be timely for parents have a conversation around cyber safety with their children. It is important that you 
know what sites your children are visiting and what they are saying and doing online. A recent newspaper article suggested a fairly simple 
rule of thumb about when something is appropriate or not. “Whatever you post reflects on you and will have a long life. Consider social  
networking in the same vein as face-to-face, i.e. if you’d show that photo to your grandmother or make that comment to a prospective   
employer, you’re probably okay. If not, don’t post it.”  To assist parents with this conversation, the College has subscribed to a series of age 
appropriate cyber-safety modules developed by Brett Lee (cyber safety expert) to assist parents with up-to-date information and strategies. 
These modules can be accessed via http://learn.internetsafetraining.com and the password is emmcoll.  We recommend that you view these 
modules to expand your understanding of the digital world that our teenagers spend so much time.   
 
Tuesday 6 December is the final day for students. Finish time is 1:05pm. School recommences in 2023 on Wednesday 1 February.  
 
The article from Michael Grose this week is entitled The art of good conversation with young people.  This is an informative article and we 
would encourage you to take a moment and read it. 

 
David Barr, Chris O’Malley & Kelley Revelman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NDC School Immunisation Program 
 
 
Wyndham Council has now completed the delivery of vaccinations to Year 7 and Year 10 students at NDC.  The arrival of the COVID-19       
pandemic has impacted this service significantly over the last few years.  This has resulted in many students missing their vaccines due to    
on-line schooling , Government isolation requirements and mandates around timing between COVID  and other vaccines. 
 
We would like to remind all parents that if their children have missed any of their school vaccines, they can attend one of the Council       
Immunisation sessions or see their G.P. 
 
Parents can access their children’s vaccination history via their MyGov account. 
 
There is no cost involved in attending these sessions, and parents can make an appointment by going to the following link:  
https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/services/childrens-services/immunisation 
 
Vince Crimi 
Campus Organiser NDC 

http://learn.internetsafetraining.com
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 Leader of Mission Integration  

The Season of Advent 
The liturgical season of Advent commences this Sunday 27 November. This first Sunday marks the beginning of a four-week period that Pope 
Francis has called ‘a continuous call to hope’.  Advent, a word that means ‘coming’, was initially a season of preparation for the baptism of 
new Christians who were ‘coming’ into a new understanding of the world. They would spend 40 days in penance, prayer and fasting to     
prepare for this celebration. Tied to this examination of our baptismal promise, it then became a focus of the coming of Christ at Christmas.  
Each week of Advent contains a theme which generally fall into the categories of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Each theme is captured in the 
lighting of a candle on the Advent wreath. The fifth candle is the Christ candle.  
 
Archbishop Prowse describes Advent as a time which provides a ‘Walking together, a time of inner conversion, prayer and formation as we 
listen deeply to the whisper of the Holy Spirit and to each other’. 
 
As we answer the ‘continuous call to hope’ during Advent it is worth pondering how we can also walk, in a truly Emmanuel way, with the 
vulnerable and forsaken, including the earth. 
 
We wish you a sacred journey through Advent in your family. 
 
St Vincent de Paul Society & West Welcome Wagon Christmas Appeal 
As per previous years, Emmanuel College is inviting staff, students, and parents to donate goods to the St Vinnies Christmas Appeal. This year 
we are also supplying donations to West Welcome Wagon who support over 500 refugee families in our community. Students can drop off 
donations in their homeroom giving basket. A focus of the donations is on toys in new or good condition for children of any age.  
 
Mission Retreat 
On 5-7 December almost 30 staff and students will attend our Mission Retreat in Grantville. Please keep us in your prayers as we undertake 
three days of faith formation. 
 
Fair Trade 
The College continues to think deeply about the products we purchase and how sustainable and ethically sourced they are. The Leadership 
Team recently endorsed changing our coffee supplier to a one which is fair trade. This means that we can be more confident that child    
labour, modern slavery and/or unethical pay were not involved in the harvesting of the coffee beans. We encourage everyone in our        
community to progressively make small changes to purchase fair trade products to avoid funding corporations that profit from violations to 
the declaration for human rights. 
 
Religious Education Curriculum Review - Survey 
A review is being undertaken on the Religious Education (RE) Curriculum in Melbourne. A survey has therefore been developed to gather the  
parents’ perspectives.  Please see below a link to the survey, which I warmly encourage you to complete. 
 
https://onlinesurvey.cecv.catholic.edu.au/surveys/2022-RE-Curriculum-Review-Survey  
 
Peace and blessings, 
 
Mark Sciberras 

 
“Nothing can dim the light that shines from within” (Maya Angelou) 
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 Chaminade House Reports 

As we close the chapter on another successful year in Chaminade House I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and students 
of St Pauls Campus who have made my first year as House Leader so enjoyable and rewarding.  
 
On Friday 7 October 2022 our Year 12 students attended their graduation with mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral followed by a celebration     
dinner with staff and parents at the Sofitel Hotel. The atmosphere was fantastic and having this opportunity to celebrate the success of our 
Year 12 students was truly rewarding. I look forward to sharing in this experience with all of our students as they complete their final year at 
Emmanuel College. 
 
The last term has been very busy and students in Chaminade have stepped up to the challenge by making sure that they are finishing the 
year strong. As our Year 12 students complete their end of year exams they have been closely followed by all other students in the school. It 
has been a focus this year to encourage students to implement healthy routines over the exam period to ensure they are capable of pursing 
their personal best in their end of year exams. 
 
As homeroom teachers we recognise the importance of managing workload and expectations and that we must lead by example to support 
the students in our House. To ensure students are given the opportunity to take a break from the normal routines of homeroom we have 
been running our Friday basketball tournament which has been a tremendous success. I have been genuinely impressed with the level of 
participation, teamwork and motivation students have displayed during these games. My emphasis to all students in House Chaminade   
remains that it doesn’t matter whether you win or lose, it is how you play the game that really counts. 
 
In summary I wish the staff, students, and parents of Chaminade House a well-deserved holiday. Please take this time to celebrate another 
successful year with your friends and family. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you all in 2023. 
 
Thomas Meegan  
Chaminade House Leader SPC  
 
 
 
 
Wow, where has the term gone?! We have farewelled our Year 12 students and celebrated their time at the College; the photo montage 
gave all Chaminade students a chance to see the journey of our Year 12 students. We are proud of the team, and we wish them every      
success and happiness in their future endeavours. We thank Marco D’Ambrosio, Marissa Auricchio, Domenic De Lia and Madison Metcalfe 
for their amazing leadership all year in Chaminade.   
 
As one leadership team moves on, we welcome and celebrate our Year 12 Chaminade leaders for 2023. Lily McColl and Bailey Dumesny as 
our House Leaders and Ela Ivanovic and Axel Iannacone as our Sports Leaders. We know this team will only continue to build on the         
leadership approach within Chaminade house. Interviews are continuing for our student leaders in all other year levels. We thank each and 
every student who has applied. Leadership is not about holding a title. It’s about supporting and helping each other, engaging in respectful 
and positive relationships with all and living life to the full.  
 
We also congratulate all our Chaminade students on the way they conducted themselves in this exam period. It was wonderful to see the 
interconnectedness of year levels in homerooms as students supported each other, gave encouragement and reassurance and held last  
minute revision sessions.  
 
Our Homeroom competitions have concluded for the year with another Basketball round and an artistic competition with the theme of 
Spring. Congratulations to Chaminade F homeroom for winning our Homeroom competition for 2022!! 
 
We wish everyone a very restful break as we conclude the 2022 school year and we thank you all for your wonderful contributions to our 
House. 
 
Kate Macpherson and John Murphy 
Chaminade House Leaders NDC 



 Winters Homeroom Reports 

Last week, it was wonderful to see students come together to organise a farewell for Mr Breen as a thank you for all of his wisdom, stories, 
and life skills shared.  
 
From myself and the students in MacKillop, we wish Mr Breen all the best and thank him for his contributions to the House and Homeroom 
over the years.  
 
Selma Porcic (Winters House Leader) and MacKillop Homeroom Students SPC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Winters Homerooms this week are buzzing with excitement and fun as we head towards the end of the year. Even though our senior 
students are no longer with us, there have been many opportunities to share in the fun as well as take time to reflect upon the year.  
This includes having some homerooms spend time in the sacred space at NDC to think about their time here at the College. There is still 
friendly competition between the Homerooms as they compete against each other in different morning activities such as basketball,     
dodgeball, and musical chairs.  
 
As we head towards the end of the year, we also take the time to remember those in our community who are less fortunate and who may be 
doing it tough over the Christmas period. The students in Winters Homerooms will be able to help share the sprit by donating toys to the 
Christmas toy drive to help make someone else’s Christmas just that little bit brighter.  
 
Chris Micallef & Rachael Schmidt-Sefrim 
Winters House Leaders NDC 

MacKillop Homeroom SPC 



 Reunion 1972, 1982, 1992, 2002 and 2012  

On Friday 18 November over 80 alumni from the graduating classes of 1972, 1982, 1992, 2002 and 2012 met at Emmanuel College, St Paul's 
Campus to celebrate their reunion. 
 
College staff, including Principal Christopher Stock, Heads of Campus, David Barr and Chris O’Malley, Deputy Principal Mark Sciberras, Bill 
Stiger, Jenny Webster and Director of Marketing, Gavin Deller were present at this special evening. 
 
Held in the Jubilee Building, archivist Penny Cook assembled an impressive display of memorabilia across all the decades which was well 
received and allowed the alumni of the college to reminisce and re-live those days. Guests also had the opportunity to tour the College 
grounds and see how much had changed since their time at SPC. 
 
In appreciation of Chris Stock's 26 years of commitment and dedication to the College, Nunzio Giunta (Class of 2002) presented a gift on  
behalf of the alumni. In addition a raffle was held, with a voucher and mystery prizes drawn on the evening. 
 
Complementary food from Meat Mechanics, and a wide selection of refreshments were provided and enjoyed by all in attendance.  
 
Emmanuel College continues to work to acknowledge and connect with its alumni, with further events planned over the coming years. If 
you'd like to join the College Alumni, please email Alumni@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au or update your contact details at  
https://www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au/our-coll/alumni-1 
 
Michael Pichner 
Community Engagement Officer 
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 Careers News 

Reminder: VTAC 2023 Upcoming Key Dates   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 VCE Summer School Programs—Access Education Summer School 

Dates:  Monday 16 January to Friday 20 January 2023 

Venue:  Interactive, Live-Streamed Online 2-hour Lectures 
 

Visit Access Education Summer School to find out more or to download a brochure for the 2023 program. 
 

The School for Excellence Summer School 

Dates:  Monday 9 January to Thursday 19 January 2023 

Venue:  The University of Melbourne (Parkville) 

 
Visit TSFX Summer School to find out more about the 2023 program. 

 
News from Australian Catholic University—Pathways to ACU Webinar 

If you didn’t receive the ATAR you wanted, it’s all good – there’s more than one way into university.  Learn about the entry pathways to ACU, 
including diplomas, that can give you access straight into the second year of your preferred bachelor’s degree. 

Date:  Thursday 8 December 2022 

Time:  12.00pm – 1.00pm AEST 
 
Register at Pathways to ACU Webinar  
 

ACU Essential for Parents Webinar 

Choosing what and where to study is heavy going.  This webinar will lighten the load for you and your student.  You’ll learn about our student 
support services, admissions process, and work-integrated learning options, as well as the strong graduate employability an ACU degree 
offers. 

Date:  Thursday 8 December 2022 

Time:  6.00pm – 7.00pm AEST 
 
Register at ACU Essential for Parents Webinar 

 

Prue Warne and Sol Di Maggio 
Careers Leaders 
 
 
 

VTAC Personal Statement Friday 2 December 2022 

ATARs Released Monday 12 December 2022 

Change of Preference (CoP) closes Wednesday 14 December 2022 

December Round Offers Wednesday 21 December 2022 

January Round International Offers Friday 6 January 2023 

January Round Domestic Offers Friday 13 January 2023 

February Offer Rounds Wednesday 1 February 2023 onwards 

http://www.accesseducation.com.au/summer-school.aspx
https://www.tsfx.edu.au/vce/programs/available-programs/summer-school/
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2022/december/pathways-to-acu-webinar
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2022/december/acu-essentials-for-parents-webinar


 Cricket at Emmanuel College—Then and Now 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Penny Cook 
Emmanuel College Archives 
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Altona North VIC 3025 

P.O. Box 5 
Altona North VIC 3025 
P 8325 5100     F 9314 2475 
www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au 

Notre Dame Campus 
2-40 Foxwood Drive 
Point Cook VIC 3030 

 Calendar Term 4 Weeks 9A & 10B 
 
29 November  Year 9 Project Day 1- Extended Investigation Project  
   Year 7 Orientation 2023 & ID Photos  
   Year 8 C & D Surf Ed 
 
30 November  Year 9 Project Day 2- Extended Investigation Project  
   Yr. 7 Music Concert @ SPC (rehearsals & evening concert)  
   Year 8 E & F Surf Ed 
 
1 December  SPC Solar Car Grand Prix (Lunchtime)  
   NDC Yr. 8 Surf Ed. (8G, H, I & J)  
   Mission Spiritual Retreat 
 
6 December  Year 7 – 9 classes end 1.05pm  
   End of year Eucharist @ 9.00am  
 
 
Additional dates for your calendar 
    
13 December   Office closed for the day 
 
20 December  Office closes at 4.15pm for Christmas holidays 
 
18 January  Office reopens at 8.00am 
 
1 February  Students commence Term 1 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional land of the Kulin Nation. We recognise the First People’s relationship to this land, 
water and culture and offer our respect to their elders, past, present, emerging. Emmanuel College commits itself to reconciliation.  

http://www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au
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I N S I G H T S

The art of good conversation with young people

Conversations can be challenging with every age group, young and old, and for so many di�erent reasons. With children and
teens, just getting the conversation going can be the biggest challenge. How many times have you said, “How was your day?”
only to be told “Good” or asked them what they did today only to be told “Not much”! So where to start?

8 t ips for t urning  chit-chat  in t o richer conversat ion

1. Donʼt wait for young people to ask questions or reach out. Raise discussions yourself.
2. Be open about your own experiences. In doing so, children are more likely to be open and honest.
3. Choose your timing – preferably when you are naturally together anyway in a relaxed setting, rather than setting up a

stressful, anxiety provoking meeting. Side by side chats work well (e.g. while driving, walking, doing an activity together
like a chore or jigsaw).

4. Be calm, prepared and genuinely ready to give your time and attention.
5. Listen in a non-judgmental and curious way. Ask, donʼt assume! Remember that this is a chance for the speaker to talk

through their feelings, not for you to fix their problems.
6. Acknowledge and validate their feelings. Donʼt minimiz e their concerns or fears. Whilst they may seem trivial to you,

they are real for your child and part of their current experience. Try to understand the importance of what is going on,
and the impact for them. Reassure them that whatever they are feeling is okay.

7. Leading relationship research tells us that ʻunderstanding must precede advice .̓ Premature problem solving tends to
shut people down. Solution finding should only begin once you feel you understand what your teen is going through,
and your teen feels understood.

8. Remember that you do not need to have all of the answers. Ask young people questions like ʻwhat do you need? ,̓
ʻwhat do you think would help? ,̓ ʻhow can I support you better? ,̓ ʻwhat would make this easier for you? .̓ Then
together you can come up with an action plan.

How t o be a g ood list ener

Great conversation requires great listening. Listening well reduces misunderstanding, eliminates conflict and allows us to
understand the other personʼs perspective.

Listening is the key to empathy.

Feeling heard is very validating for young people and it helps to increase their self-esteem, confidence and
independence. It also improves relationships and communication skills. So how can we do it well with young people
of all ages?
Be present, make eye contact and remove distractions – donʼt be half in half out.
Listen with the opportunity to learn, not respond.
Play the same role for your child as a trampoline does – to bounce ideas o�, amplify, energise and clarify, provide
support.
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Be comfortable in silence – you donʼt need to respond immediately; holding space and silence for someone; share
insights.
Have a beige face – neutral, not reacting, remain calm and listen.
Remain curious throughout.

Becoming  an act ive list ener t o furt her improve conversat ion

Active listening has 3 steps.

Hearing

What did you think you were told?

Und erst and ing

What does this mean to you?

Assessing

Does the statement make sense to you?

Act ive list ening includ es:

Non-verbal responses – eye contact, nodding, posture
Encouragers – mmm, yes, right, okay, uh-huh
Reflection of content and feelings – stating back events or emotions
Matching young peopleʼs language/terms – when appropriate
Summarising – brief replay of what was said
Noticing what is missing – gaps, conflicting information, hidden meanings

Finally, here are some e�ect ive responses t o keep t he conversat ion going while list ening act ively

Could you tell me more about that?
What happened next?
That must have hurt/felt ….
How have you handled things like this before?
I can see this is really troubling you.
You feel (emotion) because of (situation)?
Could you repeat that? I want to really understand.
I like how you said ……
What options might we have in this situation?

Good conversation with young people comes down to time – creating the time and space and then using that time wisely,
perhaps by using the tips above. The art of good conversation teaches us all to build great communication skills, skills that
improve our quality of life enabling us to express ourselves clearly and confidently through every aspect of our life.

Lucy Snowball
Lucy Snowball is the Data and Youth Insights Director at Raise Foundation. Raise o�ers early
intervention, evidence-based mentoring for young people in high schools with trained and trusted
independent adults. Find out more about Raise at www.raise.org.au.

 

https://www.raise.org.au/
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