
EMMANUEL COLLEGE COMMUNITY 

News 

 
The HeadStart program for the Classes of 2021 (Year 12) and 2022 (Year 11) concluded yesterday, with 
the Year 9 Social Justice Project week commencing next week. Also next week, our senior student leaders 
for 2021 will attend a leadership day to reflect on the Marianist values that inform our understanding of 
leadership as service and plan for their important roles next year.  
 
We also look forward to celebrating the Graduation of the Class of 2020 next Thursday. Details regarding 
the event have been sent to relevant families. A reminder that only members of the Class of 2020 may 
attend the celebration. 
 
Congratulations to Jessica Tavelli and Jake Cutajar on their selection by the University of Melbourne as 
Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars.  
 
Year 7-9 classes conclude next Friday 4 December at the conclusion of period 3 . In following days, staff 
will be engaged in report completion, course writing, planning and professional learning in preparation for 
2021. 
 
May we continue to respond to the call of Emmanuel, God-with-us, as we prepare, in this Advent season, 
for His coming at Christmas.  
 
Christopher Stock 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overdue Library Books 
 
As we near closer to the end of the school year it is important that students start returning library books 
and resources.  
 
Many books were borrowed at the start of the year and due to remote learning are now quite overdue.  
 
Please check your bags, lockers and home and if you have any issues please come and see Mrs Lever at 
the Notre Dame Campus library or Mrs Derrig at the St Pauls Campus library. 
 
Sarah Derrig 
Librarian SPC 
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 Campus Leaders 

It is amazing to think that we have only five days of classes left in 2020. Still, there is a lot to be done in these few days, with curriculum to be 
completed, some assessments due and preparation for next year.  
 
Senior students have been completing their exams and undertaking their Headstart program for VCE and VCAL classes in 2021. Students will 
have some holiday homework in preparation for commencing VCE studies and a separate Year 12 newsletter will be sent to all 2021 Year 12 
students.  
 
At this point of time we are finalising charter bus arrangements for both campuses to cope with the number of students living in areas not 
well serviced by the Department of Infrastructure bus routes. It is not easy to make completely accurate projections regarding the numbers 
who wish to access the charter as not all families living in the areas wish to use the service and at NDC some current travellers have indicated 
that they are going to ride their bike to school next year. Please respond urgently to Mr Vince Crimi at NDC and Mr Stephen Lunardelli at SPC 
if you wish to use the charter buses and have not responded to previous correspondence.  
 
A reminder that all students are required to adhere to uniform regulations up to and including the last day of school. This includes not  
wearing jewellery or fake nails/eyelashes and having an appropriate hairstyle.  Please see the Student Planner for detailed information on 
what is permissible.  
 
It has come to our attention that there are some websites that young people have been using that has been causing some young people 
problems. This type of website allow users to ask a questions to any other user. The catch is recently that the person who asks is kept  
completely CONFIDENTIAL and their names aren't listed. Young people are using these websites to ask inappropriate questions about sexual 
preferences, suicide and self-harm and other quite risky topics. Young people wanting to be heard will then REPLY to these. Schools and 
agencies have been having difficulties tracking the complaints back as they are not listed against anyone and have been encouraging young 
people not to engage in the websites. Parents are asked to be vigilant and aware of all internet connections that their child has access to. A 
reminder that bedrooms are not a good place for computer access. These items should be accessed in family or public areas.   Further advice 
regarding students being ‘Safe on Social’ was published on Operoo last week, including fact sheets and a recording of our recent Safe on 
Social Parent Seminar if you missed it. 
 
Friday 4 December is the final day for students. Finish time is at 1.05pm, the conclusion of period 3. School recommences in 2021 on  
Monday 1 February.  
 
This week, instead of an article from Michael Grose, we would like to share some findings from the Education HQ article on Mission  
Australia’s Youth Survey Report which reveals equity and discrimination ranking as the top national issue for young people for the first time, 
rising 60% from last year.   
 

• More than a quarter (27.0 per cent) of participants reported being unfairly treated in the past year, most commonly due to 
their gender (41.0 per cent), with far more females than males citing this as the reason for the unfair treatment (48.0 per cent  
compared to 22.5 per cent).  

 

• Other reasons for unfair treatment were student’s race or cultural background (30.4 per cent) and mental health (26.0 per cent). 
More than half (55.3 per cent) of young people had witnessed someone being treated unfairly in the past year. 

 
We promote a culture of equality and respect at Emmanuel College where we value EACH AND EVERY STUDENT, regardless of sex,  
appearance, race, cultural heritage, orientation or interests. We value diversity and difference in our community.  We encourage every  
student to demonstrate unconditional respect to all others.  This means being polite and not engaging in such things as name calling, put 
downs, discriminatory comments, bullying, intimidating or harassing others, either here at school or on social media; this also includes not 
spreading or contributing to rumours and not encouraging other students to partake in negative behaviours.  Students should inform a 
teacher or House Leader immediately if there are any issues or concerns, and should not take matters into their own hands.  You can read 
the full article about the Youth Survey Report here.  
 
David Barr, Chris O’Malley & Kelley Revelman 
 

https://educationhq.com/news/loud-and-clear-youth-survey-reveals-discrimination-as-top-national-issue-for-young-people-86784/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=EducationWeek%20Australia%20November%2018&utm_content=EducationWeek%20Australia%20November%2018+CID_927


 Leader of Mission Integration  

The Season of Advent 
This weekend marks the commencement of the season of Advent, where we normally attend mass and light the first candle marking the 
beginning of the Church’s liturgical year. Advent is a season of celebration, hope and spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus at  
Christmas. As believers we not only remember Jesus’ first coming as a baby but also awaken ourselves to his continued presence with us. The 
first candle lit is called the ‘prophetic candle’ as it recalls the prophets who foretold the coming of the messiah. As a parent this may be a 
good opportunity to light a candle in your home this Sunday and encourage conversations about the power of hope, particularly in times of 
challenge. One of my favourite prophet stories was the story of Elijah who stood in a cave at the peak of a mountain and waited for the God 
to pass by. Strong winds came and went, but the Lord was not in the wind. An earthquake shook the world, but God was not in the  
earthquake. A fire took hold, but still the Lord was not in the fire. And after all of these loud and significant events, came a still, small voice. 
God spoke in a whisper.  
 
I wonder what steps we can take to become more attuned to the whispers of the sacred in our lives this advent. How can we support a child/
student in this journey?  
 
Christmas Appeal 
The Mission team have been working hard in partnership with Hobson Bay to discover a COVID safe way we can engage in our regular  
Christmas Appeal, so that teenagers within our community who find themselves disadvantaged at this time, can still receive gifts this  
Christmas. Over the next week students will be invited to bring in unwrapped teenage appropriate gifts and Christmas cards. These will be 
collected by Hobson Bay council, wrapped, and distributed to families. We continue to adapt and find safe ways to live out our core values 
within the broader community. 
 
Climate Future 
A number of our students will zoom into a conversation with Wyndham Council on Monday to discuss climate change and sustainability in 
our local communities. Wyndham are seeking to form a Climate Future Youth Group which will drive local initiatives to create a more  
sustainable community. This is the first step in starting the conversation to effect real change. We continue to seek ways to allow our  
students to use their powerful voices to effect change in our community, particularly for justice issue such as this environmental justice issue. 
This initiative is in line with our CME – Service, Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. 
 
Peace 

Mark Sciberras 

Let all that you do be done in love (1COR 16:14) 

 
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/symbolic-colors-of-advent-700445


 Chaminade House Reports 

Chaminade House is currently finishing up a fantastic Term 4. We have seen the departure of our Year 12 cohort and wish them the best of 
luck for next year. The rest of Chaminade House are currently working hard during the exam and Head Start period.  
 
Our house competition has now come to an end with Roberts homeroom taking victory for 2020. Although a strange and challenging year, 
Roberts homeroom worked together through House Sport during Term 1 and online Kahoots during remote learning to take out the win! Led 
by Ms Smith, Roberts have achieved some great things this year and once again demonstrated their great teamwork and sportsmanship. 
Well done Roberts!  
 
For 2021, Chaminade has now appointed new House Captains, Ajaay Venkadeswaran and Minh Nguyen. We are very much looking forward 
to their support and leadership. Vitaly Davyd has also been appointed Chaminade Sports Captain and we cannot wait for him to lead us to 
victory in the upcoming house sporting competitions! With these appointments we farewell Rhys Randall, Nikolas Marjanovic and Sonny 
Purdy as the 2020 House Captains and Sports Captain. I would like to thank them for their fantastic leadership and outstanding  
commitment this year. 
 
Olivia Fitzpatrick  
Chaminade House Leader SPC  
 
 
 
Chaminade at NDC continues to kick goals well into Term 4. We have recently welcomed back the senior students for Headstart 2020 and 
there has been quite a lot of activity in the morning – even a little excitement! Uno is back in vogue and Jenga has even made guest  
appearances in some homerooms. Even though it has been a long year, there are still plenty of smiling faces of a morning as well as an  
obvious focus on finishing exams – for Years 7-9. CHD D recently faced off CHD C in a friendly game of basketball with many students  
participating in the fun. As we approach the finish line it is important to finish in the right way, respecting ourselves, our peers, our teachers 
and the school. We hope everyone has a restful break over the summer and makes the most of the opportunity to rest and recharge. See you 
all in 2021.  
 
Lucy Brown and John Murphy 
Chaminade House Leaders NDC 
 



 Winters Homeroom Reports 

School is so much more than just Education: A reflection from one of our leaders.  
 
One thing we can all agree on is that 2020 has been a year like no other. At the beginning of the year, I certainly did not imagine that I would 
be going into Year 9 spending half the school year at home attending classes via Zoom. Learning from home however has built my skills in 
managing my study time and being accountable for my own learning.  It has encouraged all of us to be flexible and adapt to the out of the 
ordinary situations and circumstances at such short notice. 
 
Thankfully due to the diligence of all Victorians, we are rewarded with the majority of the Term 4 being spent back at school. Despite the 
limitations and constant hand sanitising it has been undoubtedly satisfying to be back at school amongst our peers and teachers. Not being 
at school for such a long period of time has really proven to me how school is much more than just a place where we go to classes and learn; 
it is a community where jokes are told, ideas are shared, and lifelong friendships are built.  
 
This year has helped me appreciate attending school, seeing my friends and teachers every day, and being part of the SPC community.  The 
ability to challenge and support each other while sharing our good days and bad ones together, is an opportunity to cherish.  
 
Thank you to the teachers for their support and hard work during remote learning. 
 
Alessio Martinello  
Year 9, Joshua Homeroom SPC student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 has presented some unforeseen challenges, but it has also given me a tremendous opportunity to slow down, pause, and do some 
deep thinking about my future. We have all gone through a rough patch in life and despite the challenges, I really think heading back to  
Emmanuel College at NDC has made me reflect on myself. From catching the bus in the morning to being greeted by my peers I can safely 
say that it really taught me about how grateful I should be for others. Some highlights in the homeroom were being able to still congratulate 
those year twelve students for ending their special year, having a virtual ZOOM assembly, and laughing with my homeroom teacher and 
friends. What makes Winters so unique is that we are a strong community that always manages to put a smile on everyone else’s faces even 
though we are wearing our masks.  
 
We are committed to learning, socialising with other members, and never forgetting to have a laugh here and there. I have also thoroughly 
enjoyed how our house leaders come in to say good morning, it really shows how much they care for us students. The teachers have made it 
a very important priority to check in on everyone’s wellbeing and I think this is super important. We do this by completing a ‘Pulse check in’ 
online which just asks us a few simple questions like “How’ve you been today?” or “In general how would you describe your emotional 
health?”. Our teachers are also our support system and they are there for us for whatever we may need. Sometimes we may even play some 
‘Kahoots’ which are like mini quizzes in the morning to get our brain ready for the big day ahead. Lastly, we make sure to complete a daily 
prayer together as a class. In conclusion, returning to school has made me and I am sure everyone else immensely happy that we can  
communicate with those who we love face to face.  
 
Jelena Majstorovic  
Winters F NDC student 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Sports News 

With the world slowly returning to our new COVID normal, everyone should be exited to returning to school sport in early 2021.  Senior ACC 
sport will return in Term 1 which is great news for everyone to get active in some competitive sport again. Term 1 ACC sport will include  
cricket, volleyball, and tennis. These sports will be played on a weekly basis on Wednesday afternoons and everyone is encouraged to sign up 
for a sport of their liking, it’s a great fun way to stay active whilst being able to play sports with friends. Signups for these sports can be found 
via a google forms link on Simon as well as in two emails sent by Mr Robertson which contains the Google form link which is required to be 
filled out to participate in the chosen sport.  
 
Term 1 will also include our athletics carnival which has been brought forward slightly to week 4 in Term 1. Sign up processes will begin early 
next year for anyone wishing to participate in any events. Following our school athletics carnival, a team will be chosen based off the results, 
to represent the school at the ACC athletics carnival which will be held a few weeks post our school athletics carnival in Term 1. 
 
Just to introduce myself a little bit, I’m Max Birthisel and I am the College Sports Captain for 2021.  I hope to be able to fill the enormous 
boots that Connor and Eli have left for me but I will be giving it my best crack with their support. I’m really looking forward to what this role 
has to offer and hopefully improve the individual participation in sport and physical activities as well as promote healthy lifestyles  
throughout the College. I look forward to what next year has to offer and to working with Mr. Robertson in improving our College from a 
sporting perspective.  
 
Max Birthisel 
2021 SPC Sport Captain 
 
 
 

 Maths News 

 
Maths Pathways  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have completed every module in the Maths Pathway program: 
  
Year 10  
Angelie Aguilar 
Nicholas Carella 
Joeuel Cruz 
Jake Cutajar 
Hau Lam 
Le Vanrick Nguyen 
William Peace 
Wilson Pham 
Enric Solaka 
Holly Wedding 
Grace Xue 
Obiorra-Nicolas Elechi 
 
Year 9 
Kaira Sharma 
Chahile Sing 
Lei Zhao 
Noah Innes 
Neel Dodia 

 
November Problem Solving competition 
Over 100 staff and students have so far competed in the November Problem Solving competition, winners will be announced Monday 30 
November. 
 
Matilda Myers 
Learning Leader Maths 

 

 



 Careers News 

Reminder: VTAC 2021 Upcoming Key Dates   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Torrens University Experience Speaker Series 2020 
Torrens University invites students and parents to its exclusive annual Speaker Series.  A great mix of industry experts and star guests will 
cover topics as diverse as mental health awareness, the role of sport in communities, the rise of sustainable fashion and the path to recovery 
for Australia’s tourism industry.  The series will run from Thursday 5 November – Thursday 10 December 2020.   
For more information, and to register, visit https://www.torrens.edu.au/speaker-series-2020?
utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=newsletter_careersadvisors&utm_term=&utm_content= 

 
Low Income Healthcare Card for Australian Students 
Once you have finished school you are no longer a student and you may be eligible for a Low Income Health Care Card.  This card gives access 
to a range of concessions, not only on some health care items but also on a range of other goods and services if you are on a low income.   
In particular, some TAFE and other short courses offer discounts for cardholders. 
You may also be eligible for public transport concessions (note that if you are studying interstate you are not eligible for public transport 
concessions in Victoria). 
 
Eligibility for a Low Income Health Care Card is based on YOUR income over the previous 8 weeks.  As long as your income is less than $4,568 
over that period (or $571 per week) you should qualify.  You will maintain the Low Income Health Care Card as long as your income does not 
exceed $5,710 (or $713.75 per week) in any 8 week period. 
 
It is highly recommended that all graduating Year 12 students consider applying for this card once the exams are over.   
 
Visit https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card and find out more. 
 
Prue Warne & Sol Di Maggio 
Careers Leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VTAC Personal Statement Friday 4 December 2020 

ATARs Released Wednesday 30 December 2020 

Change of Preference (COP) closes Monday 4 January 2021 

January Round International Offers Thursday 7 January 2021 

January Round Domestic Offers Thursday 14 January 2021 

February Offer Rounds Monday 1 February 2021 onwards 

https://www.torrens.edu.au/speaker-series-2020?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=newsletter_careersadvisors&utm_term=&utm_content=
https://www.torrens.edu.au/speaker-series-2020?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=newsletter_careersadvisors&utm_term=&utm_content=
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/low-income-health-care-card


 Construction at Emmanuel College—Then and Now 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Penny Cook 
Emmanuel College Archives 

1968 - Jubilee Building 
Stage 2 

1979 - SPC Chapel 

2007 - NDC Stage 1 

2020 - NDC Library & Staff 
Building 



St Paul’s Campus 
423 Blackshaws Rd 
Altona North VIC 3025 

P.O. Box 5 
Altona North VIC 3025 
P 8325 5100     F 9314 2475 
www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au 

Notre Dame Campus 
2-40 Foxwood Drive 
Point Cook VIC 3030 

 Calendar Term 4 Weeks 9A & 10B 
 
 
 
 1 December  Year 9 Project Day 1 
   Year 7 Language Day - SPC  
   VCE EXAMS CONCLUDE  
 
2 December  Year 9 Project Day 2 
   Year 7 Language Day - NDC  
   2021 Year 12 Student Leadership Camp  
 
3 December  Year 9 Project Day 3  
   Year 12 Graduation  
    
4 December  Year 7 – 9 classes end 1.05pm  
    
11 December  End of year staff function—OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional land of the Kulin Nation. We recognise the First People’s relationship to this land 
and offer our respect to their elders, past, present, emerging.  

http://www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

