
EMMANUEL COLLEGE COMMUNITY 

News 

 
It has been wonderful to see the students back on campus this week, and a very warm welcome is 

extended to the Year 7 students who engaged in a transition program to the college during the first few 

days.  It’s great to feel the energy and positivity of all staff and students as they begin the new learning 

programs for 2023.  I look forward to the opportunity to meet parents of Year 7 students as well as 

parents of new students from Years 8 to 11, who have all been invited to join us for the Parent 

Information Evening on Monday 6 February.  Year 12 parents will also be welcomed on this night to 

attend a study skills focused session hosted by Elevate Education.  

Many students are engaging in interschool sports competitions in Term 1, and I wish the best of luck to 

the ACC senior students participating in tennis, volleyball and cricket.  SACCSS sports competitions occur 

for senior students in netball, volleyball, cricket, tennis, futsal and golf.  Year 10 students will be 

participating in Netball, Basketball, Soccer and Volleyball and there will also be junior Golf.  Throughout 

this term, students will also take part in Athletics Carnivals and Swimming Carnivals in preparation for the 

interschool competitions in these sports.  I wish students and their coaches well as they train and 

compete throughout Term 1. 

I have been impressed with the appearance and pride shown by the vast majority of our students in the 

wearing of the College uniform. I draw the attention of all parents and guardians to the school 

expectations and guidelines regarding uniform.  These expectations are outlined clearly in the policies and 

procedures of the College and reminders are provided by Campus Leaders regularly within the newsletter.  

All students are aware of these expectations.  Breaches of our uniform expectations can distract from the 

core focus of personal development in learning and on individual wellbeing.  If students receive a 

notification regarding their uniform, I request that these issues are addressed as soon as possible.  

I have recently had the opportunity to tour the new Arts Building at the Notre Dame Campus.  The 

internal spaces are being fitted out, and once complete, this building will offer great learning 

opportunities for our students. The oval works near completion at SPC, with time now required for the 

surface to once again become suitable for student access.  

The College continues to be mindful of COVID safe protocols. Air purifiers continue to be used, external 

ventilation is maximised, good personal hygiene is encouraged with hand sanitiser also available for use.  

Additionally, face masks are made available for staff, students and visitors who wish to wear them.  It 

continues to be recommended that rapid antigen tests (RATs) are used by students and staff if they have 

symptoms of COVID-19 infection, no matter how mild, are a household or close contact of someone who 

has COVID-19 or are a social contact of someone who has COVID-19. RATs are available for all Victorians 

from council sites. Individuals can obtain two free packs (10 tests) for themselves and two free packs (10 

tests) for each of their household members.   

I look forward to the return of the high achievers from the class of 2022 so that they can be 

acknowledged at the first College assemblies to be held next week. 

I will conclude this newsletter by highlighting the first characteristic of Marianist Education. At Emmanuel 

we seek to Educate for Formation in Faith.  In drawing inspiration from our 2023 College theme ‘Faith can 

move mountains’ we are called upon to draw strength from our faith to inspire change for the better.   

Dr Janine Biggin 

Principal 
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Campus Leaders 

The first day back at school for the students, parents and teachers at both campuses was very exciting.  Watching the young men and women 
of Year 7 arrive at Notre Dame Campus walking in the gate, full of anticipation and - at times - apprehension, highlighted the special journey 
we are all about to embark upon.  The young men at St Paul’s Campus demonstrated their confidence and connection with the College by 
bowling into the McCoy Hall, many without their parents, and sitting quietly until the morning commenced. They then moved to their 
homerooms to commence their Secondary School adventure.  

We are confident that you will find Emmanuel College to be a supportive community where each student will continue their learning 
pathway.  We look forward to a long and happy association with you, and meeting with you at the various school activities throughout the 
year. 

The Year 7 Orientation Days proved to be of great value for the students.  As well as tours to familiarise themselves with the campus, they 
spent time getting to know their new class-mates and teachers, learning about College procedures and how to access the technologies 
available at the campus.  We are certain the two days have been most beneficial in facilitating a smooth start to the year. 

Canteen 

The College canteen is now in full swing.  Students can access the canteen before school, at recess and lunch time.  Students will be informed 
of yummy specials via the canteen noticeboards at each campus. 

Student Planner 

All students have received their Student Planner. Please ensure you have read and signed the front section to acknowledge you are aware of 
the expectations and responsibilities of belonging to the Emmanuel College community. It is important that this is done annually because 
while some things are unchanged, there are always some changes, developments or additions. We ask that all families have signed this 
section by Friday 10 February.   

Policies and Protocols 2023 

Mobile Phone/Ear Pods Processes and Procedures 

In light of the Government school ban on mobile phones, it is necessary to clarify the College position on the use of mobile phones.  The 
College does not support a complete ban on mobile phones and recognises the ubiquitous nature of them as a communication device, 
especially between parents/carers and students.  However, the College also recognises the distraction caused in classes and the impact on 
learning by constant notifications, messages and checking of phones.   

As such, students will still have permission to use mobile phones, appropriately and within the College guidelines, before and after school 
and during recess and lunch, but not during class. 

It is recommended that students turn off phones and leave them in lockers during class time.  They may be taken to class but must be 
TURNED OFF and not be sighted in class. 

Earphones/pods continue to be banned at school at all times, except with specific teacher permission, such as during Maths Pathways 
videos. 

Lateness Processes and Procedures 

Given the many road works occurring at the moment, we thank students, parents and carers for their efforts to ensure students arrive on 
time.  Over the next few weeks, it may be necessary to adjust your usual routines to ensure a timely arrival. The College recognises the 
dramatic impact to student outcomes that can occur with frequent lateness and absences.  This year, the College is focussed on ensuring all 
students arrive to school on time each day. When students do not arrive on time, the following will occur: 

• A lunchtime detention will be issued for lateness, unless for a legitimate reason – a letter from a parent/carer must be
produced

• Ongoing lateness will result in a Friday night detention

• Parents will be contacted to discuss ongoing lateness.



Campus Leaders 

Uniform Processes and Procedures 

Please consult the Student Planner for detailed explanation of expectations regarding uniform, including: 

• Appropriate hair styles

• Grooming: no makeup or eyelash extensions; males are to be cleanshaven

• Piercings - NONE allowed apart from one stud in the lobe; no extra clear plastic studs, no bandaids.

• Nails – no fake/acrylic nails, no polish.  Nails can be removed for $10-15 without an appointment at any nail salon (of which 
there are many in Point Cook)

Where students breach these guidelines, consequences may apply including: 

• detentions

• items confiscated

• student sent home to rectify issue.

Polo Tops/ Sports Uniform 

A reminder that students are required to be in the correct polo top; a uniform pass will not be issued for incorrect sports uniform. As 
outlined in the Student Diary, if correct full sport uniform cannot be worn, students are to wear formal uniform and bring alternative clothing 
to change into for sport or physical education class. 

Student are permitted to wear Sports Uniform on days when they have PE classes (or associated classes such as Outdoor Education), for 
SACCSS Premier League or ACC training and events days.  When students are involved in before or after school training or other activities 
such as Homeroom events, they may wear Sports Uniform, but must change into their normal uniform for the normal school day.  
Alternatively, they may change into runners for the duration of the activity. 

Uniform Shop 

A reminder that our uniform supplier, Noone’s Imagewear, is located at 54 Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing.  This location has ample and 
easy parking and is located between Vic Roads and Spotlight.   

Year 11 and 12 2024 Head Start Program 

Please note in your diaries the dates for 2024 Head Start held after the final exams. The VCE Head Start Program will commence on Thursday 
16 November and conclude on Thursday 23 November 2023.  Please note that this is a compulsory program and all students are required to 
attend.  

Drop Off and Collection of Students 

NDC - In order to improve traffic flow at the start and end of the day in Foxwood Drive, the Council has installed No Parking signs on the 
eastern side of the road.  This means that you can still drop off and collect your son or daughter, however you cannot park and leave your 
vehicle. If you have an appointment or need to visit the office, please park in the College carpark, Dunnings Road or Inverloch Drive. The car 
park off Dunnings Rd is also available for student drop off and pick up. 

SPC – Parents are asked not to drive into the grounds to collect or drop off your sons.  Please park along the south end of Chambers Road, 
behind bus bays or the western end of Blackshaws Road.  Please be aware that if you park in small side streets there is extreme congestion in 
trying to move back into the roadway and is an inconvenience for our neighbours.  Please be mindful of the safety of our students and advise 
your child to use the manned crossing or the lights when crossing the road.  

Each week we attach an informative article from Michael Grose and parenting ideas.  This week’s article is about how peer time counts big 
time towards your young person’s success.   You can also visit their website for more ideas and information to help you raise confident and 
resilient young people. 

Finally, we would like to thank the students, parents and staff at Emmanuel College for the great start to the year, and we are looking 
forward to your continued support into the future.  We also welcome all students new to the College in 2023 and hope their time with us 
brings friendship, fulfillment and growth. 

David Barr, Kelley Revelman & Chris O’Malley 



 Leader of Mission Integration  

Opening Staff Mass 

On Friday 27 January, the staff celebrated our opening staff mass. The mass was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our first sacred 

gathering for the year. The readings focused on our Mission Theme for 2023, ‘Faith can move mountains’ (Mt. 17:20). The readings 

emphasised the importance of putting our faith into action, to not only achieve meaningful things in our special role as educators, but also 

bring Christ into the lives of our students. Our good works should move mountains to promote goodness, equality, inclusion, and 

justice. At the conclusion, our new staff members received a Marianist Cross and were blessed with a traditional Marianist blessing for 

teachers.  

 

Lord, let these new staff be just what their students need. 

If the students need someone to trust, let them be trustworthy. 

If the students need sympathy, let them be sympathetic. 

If the students need love, let them love in full measure. 

Let the staff not anger easily, Lord but let them be just. 

Permit their justice to be tempered in your mercy. 

When they stand before the students, Lord, may they look strong, good, honest & loving. 

Help them to care for the anxious, crack the covering of the shy, 

temper the rambunctious with a gentle attitude. 

Permit them to teach only the truth. 

Help them to inspire the students so that learning will not cease at the classroom door. 

Let the lessons they learn make their lives fruitful and happy. 

And, Lord, let them bring the students to You. 

Teach the students through them to love you. 

Amen. 

 

Opening College Mass 

On Friday 10 February we will have our opening college mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral. This sacred gathering will be met with great 

enthusiasm as we look ahead to celebrate all that 2023 offers at Emmanuel College. The celebration has been designed with significant input 

from our students, particularly those in the Mission leadership team.  We look forward to officially welcoming our year 7s, new staff and 

students at this mass, particularly the commissioning of our new principal Dr Janine Biggin. It is also an opportunity for our student leaders to 

make their public leadership pledge.   

 

Throughout 2023 the Mission Integration Team (MIT) and Mission student leaders will work hard to create opportunities for our community 

to live out our theme through practical social justice and faith encounter opportunities. The first opportunity is to support our campaign for 

food security at the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre who support many of our most vulnerable neighbours. During February we will be 

collecting canned food which we hope will help provide much needed supplies to their foodbank. 

 

Peace and blessings for the new year, 

 

Mark Sciberras 

 

‘Faith Can Move Mountains’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 School Fees 

School Fees  

2023 School Fee Statements were emailed to parents. Please login to the Finance Portal on SEQTA Engage to choose your payment plans 
before Wednesday 8 February. Please use laptops/desktops (not via mobile app) when trying to set up payment arrangements on the portal. 
Fee details can also be viewed on the Finance Portal. Arrears from 2022 will not be included in the 2023 portal payment arrangements. 

 

School fees will be due on Monday 1 May 2023 if you are not on a school approved arrangement. Late fees of $50.00 per student will be 
applied to outstanding accounts.  

 

Early Settlement Discount  

$300 discount per child when College tuition fees are paid in full by no later than 28 February 2023. Payments can be processed via payment 
plans on Finance Portal. 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)  

Please note that 2023 CSEF applications need to be completed for all new students (including siblings of current students) if the family has a 
healthcare card or if the family with existing students has recently received a healthcare card. (If the family received CSEF last year, you DO 
NOT have to reapply in 2023.) The family will receive $225.00 from Centrelink and $1000.00 additional funding from Emmanuel College. The 
eligibility dates for 2023 CSEF are the first day of Term 1 (1 February 2023) and Term 2 (24 April 2023). The CSEF programme for 2023 closes 
on 23 June 2023.  

 

You can find the CSEF flyer in different languages on CSEF website. You are welcome to collect a CSEF application form from reception at 
either campus. 

 

Who needs to apply? 

• Parents of new students (including siblings of current students) 

• Parents that have recently received a healthcare card and not received CSEF in 2022 

Who doesn’t need to apply? 

• Parents who received CSEF in 2022 with no new students commencing in 2023 

 

Mario Puopolo 
Business Manager 

 College Captains 

Welcome all to the start of the 2023 school year. As your College Captains, we look forward to the rich opportunities that the new year 
holds, and cannot wait to create a positive schooling experience and Emmanuel College environment for each and every individual. We are 
particularly excited to welcome our new Year 7 students, the class of 2028, as well as all other new students and staff members joining us at 
the College. We wish them the very best of luck for the upcoming school year. 

We also wish to congratulate the class of 2022 for their excellent success in their VCE and VCAL studies, as well as our previous College 
Captains, Mia, Nicholas and Jake, for the outstanding example they have set as members of the leadership team. We strive to uphold their 
motivated and determined attitude as we progress through this year. 

Our goal as College Captains is to ensure that all students, from our new Year 7’s to the graduating class of 2023, can thrive and maximise 
their potential within academics, sporting commitments, the arts and other extracurricular activities. With the vast array of opportunities 
present in the upcoming year, the transition into adolescence involves more than just a classroom. We believe it encompasses the creation 
of life-long memories and a safe learning environment stemming from the values and beliefs found in our faith and devotion to God. Thus, 
prioritising not only academic pursuits but one’s mental health can ensure that the high-school journey of students is enjoyable and fruitful. 
Hence, as your College Captains, we wish to be seen as friendly faces who strive to form a stronger connection between the students, staff 
and across both campuses to strengthen the Emmanuel College community spirit. 

Best of luck for the year ahead and God bless, 

NDC College Captains, Lily McColl and Dusan Stolic 
SPC College Captains Alessio Martiniello 



 Winters House Reports 

A warm welcome back to all Winters students, parents, and staff for 2023! 

 

I hope that everyone was able to enjoy the sunshine over the break and get some well-deserved rest. 2023 is going to be an even bigger and 
better year for Winters SPC and I look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 cohort. They have joined a community of brilliant students, 
student leaders, and homeroom teachers who are there to support them on their journey at Emmanuel College.  

 

Our homeroom teachers this year include: 

• Sneha Kadam for Daniel Homeroom 

• Gethmini Jayasundara for Exodus Homeroom 

• Karla Emerson for Joshua Homeroom 

• Louis Oosthuizen for MacKillop Homeroom 

• Jack Cairns for Solomon Homeroom 

• Hannah Terry for William Homeroom 

 

We are also fortunate to have College Captain Alessio Martiniello as our House Captain for Year 12 alongside Aarya Thakker as the Vice-
Captain and Anish Kalidindi as the Sport Captain. I am certain they will leave a lasting impact in Winters alongside their fellow year level 
leaders.  

 

With the athletics carnival coming up very early into Term 1, I am hoping there is continued enthusiasm from all Winters students across the 
board. Last year our efforts earnt us the Champion House banner for sport thanks to our wins at swimming carnival and cross-country.  

Wishing everyone a smooth start to the year.  

 

Selma Porcic 
Winters House Leader (SPC)  
 

 

 

As we welcome a new school year, it has been delightful to watch the warmth of our newest Year 7 Winters community as parents hugged 
their children and wished them well on their journey whilst older Winters student welcomed and rallied the Year 7s with much love, help and 
excitement. We hope that our newest students, both Year 7s and those new to the Winters community from Years 8 to 12 feel, and learn to 
share the excitement and energy of their fellow peers and teachers who call Winters House home.  

We would like to introduce the Winters Leaders for 2023 and congratulate them for all they will achieve and learn from in their roles. 

• Year 12      Leandro Paragas and Sanya Walia  

• Sports    Thomas Harvey and Jelena Majstorovic    

• Year 11       Kadin Harvey and Niharika Wadhwa 

• Year 10       Giann Cristiano and Kayleigh Caruana 

• Year 9         Darragh Murphy and Riga Banerjee 

• Year 8         Katrina Lapitan and Jasmine Dang 
 
The Winters house is a rich tapestry of participation, unity, cherished friendships and memories. We wish all Winters students a wonderful 
start to the academic year. 
 
Taylor Rodrigues and Rachael Schmidt-Sefrim 
Winters House Leader (NDC) 
 

 



 Chaminade Homeroom  

In 2023, I am looking forward to another year of providing house sport every Friday morning during homeroom with Chaminade House 
leaders and teachers. Being a part of the one and only Bradman homeroom is also going to be exciting with the new Year 7s joining such a 
great bunch of students. Finally, I am also looking forward to celebrating Collingwood’s 16th premiership with the house come September.  

Aaron Zahra, CHDBRD Homeroom Teacher SPC 
 

Hi!  My name is Mrs. Diana Barac!  I am the Chaminade, Namatjira homeroom teacher for the 2023 school year!  I have lived in Melbourne all 
my life and have three boys who absolutely love soccer. I am looking forward to the House Sports Competitions as our boys had a very 
successful 2022. I completed my Master of Education at Melbourne University and have always wanted to be a teacher. I love my job! My 
passions are teaching languages and literacy-based programs.  I am excited for this new school year to begin and look forward to supporting 
the boys in my homeroom.  

Diana Barac, CHDNAM Homeroom Teacher SPC 
 

As we prepare to welcome back all students for the 2023 school year, I am excited to begin another exciting year in the Roberts Homeroom. 
Last year was my first year as a teacher, but the students instantly made me feel welcome, and a part of the community. Across the year, I 
witnessed the boys open up to each other, and bridge the divide between year levels, and work together to build a culture of kindness and 
fun that filled room J16 every morning. This led to a high turnout for house competition, enthusiasm in participation and generosity in charity 
drives. Due to all of these factors, Roberts rocketed to the top of the Homeroom championship and stayed there all year. This is a legacy that 
the students in the homeroom will be looking to build upon and develop, as they accept our new Year 7s students and begin another year.  

Bill Burns, CHDROB  Homeroom Teacher SPC 
 

In my homeroom, Chaminade Roberts, we start the day in a fun, positive manner. Homeroom is the time to catch up with friends and our 
teacher, while we prepare ourselves for the day ahead, and become closer and make new connections. In our homeroom we start off with 
prayer, then get ready with what we need for school. We have fun by playing homeroom quizzes, playing sport with other homerooms and 
playing games that help us get to know each other, and that is why  I'm looking forward to it in 2023. 

Matthew Sy, Year 9 CHDROB SPC 
 

After many weeks of rest, the early morning wake-ups and bus rides to school commenced. Today on the second of February 2023 we greet 
a new school year, the beginning of success, learning and even more memories to be made as we are all refreshed and ready to hit the 
ground running. In Fraser homeroom with open arms, we would like to welcome Ms D'Alton into the Chaminade family, alongside many new 
Year 7 students who will be beginning their Emmanuel college journey in Fraser homeroom. We are all excited to return to school with 
positive attitudes, growth mindsets and an urge to learn and expand our knowledge. With a busy term and year ahead of us, Fraser 
homeroom wishes everyone good luck on their fresh start to another year of school. 

Anthony Briffa, Year 11 CHDFRA SPC 
 

A very warm welcome to new students and a welcome back to returning students from Tasman homeroom! Tasman is a lively homeroom in 
Chaminade house, participating in many house activities, sport and conversations amongst all different year levels. Alongside our amazing 
homeroom teacher Mr Bowers, Tasman has developed a proud, strong culture within Chaminade. While we return to school and welcome 
our new year sevens, Tasman comes together once again to create a cheerful environment and enjoy another busy school year. 
Matthew Joveski, Year 11 CHDTAS SPC 
 
 
Welcome everyone, but especially the new Year 7s that will be joining us this year.  
 
We are the new Chaminade house leaders, Gerard Neenan and Rebecca Smith.  
 
We are looking forward to visiting the homerooms over the next few days and getting to know all the students. Some of you already know 
Mr Neenan as he has been a homeroom teacher in Chaminade, and we are aware of the wonderful work that goes on every morning and 
how welcoming all the homeroom teachers are.  
 
For the new year 7s, homeroom kick starts your day among a very welcoming group of people.  You also get to complete weekly quizzes, play 
games and compete against other homerooms for points.  
 
Homeroom in Chaminade is a great place to discuss any issues you have and get to know new people from other year levels.  
 
Gerard Neenan and Rebecca Smith 
Chaminade House Leaders 



 Careers News 

 

Welcome back, especially to new parents and students of Emmanuel College. 

 

The Careers Counsellors at the College aim to assist all students to develop an awareness of self and an attentiveness to opportunities 
related to their respective interests and skills, encouraging a decision-making process that assists in the transition to a range of post-
secondary school pathways. 

 

The Emmanuel College careers website provides current  information to support students and parents/guardians to make informed 
decisions. This website is located at: www.ecmelbcareers.com 

 

Year 10 Work Experience in 2023 

Work experience will run differently in 2023.  Year 10 students will be offered the opportunity to apply for permission to complete one week 
of Work Experience at a time that suits the employer of their choice.  This program is NOT compulsory.  In order to apply for permission to 
complete a one week Work Experience placement, students must complete an application form that is available from the careers office at 
either campus.  

  

Please note that preference will be given to those applicants who can demonstrate that the placement is directly connected to a future 
possible career pathway.  Work experience affords students the opportunity to think about and explore possible career pathways that will 
assist with their transition to the senior school. 

 

Year 12 News 

Careers counselling is particularly important for Year 12 students as they contemplate and plan to make an effective transition to  a post-
secondary school pathway. Pathway options include university, TAFE, apprenticeship, employment, or taking a GAP year. 

 

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to assist by playing an active role and engaging in regular conversations with their son/daughter about 
post-secondary pathways, accompanying their children to Careers Expos and or to university / TAFE Open Days. 

 

The Careers Counsellors at each campus are available throughout the year to offer counselling support to students and families on a 

voluntary basis, that is, students are encouraged to email their respective Careers Counsellor and make an appointment. Additionally, 
there is a compulsory careers counselling session in Term 3 to support student directly with their VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admission 
Centre) application. 

 

Finally, to keep students and families up-to-date with careers related information, the Careers team regularly disseminates information via 
the careers website, College Newsletter, ‘Student Notices’ on SEQTA, student assemblies, student e-mail and the Careers Google 
Classroom. The Careers Counsellors are here to assist and encourage parents/guardians to contact their respective Campus Careers 
Counsellor to have any questions or concerns attended to. 

 

Tania Vranes & Sol DiMaggio 
Careers Counsellor 

 

http://www.ecmelbcareers.com/


 Library News 

Emmanuel College Libraries – Welcome to 2023! 

The Emmanuel College Library team hope our families had a relaxing summer and are ready to start the 2023 school year. I am excited to 
start another year with you all. To help get things going this year, here are a few things I wanted to share and/or remind you about… 

 

Summer Borrowing – please remember to return any books that you borrowed over the summer holidays. All books are due back Friday 3 
February.  

 

The library provides books and so much more. Although books are one of the more important things you can find at the library, I want to 
introduce you to the new Library Portal (http://ecmelb.concordinfiniti.com). We have subscriptions to many online databases, newspapers 
and research guides to suit your leaning needs. You will all be shown how to use the new portal in your research classes. 

 

The best resource in the library is the Librarian. We want to help you with all your library needs. If you need assistance with research or 
referencing, finding a good book to read or learning how to play UNO we are here for you.  

 

EMBRACE Reading. All students in Year 7 and 8 will participate in the EMBRACE reading program. More information will be sent out shortly, 
but we look forward to seeing all Year 7 and 8 English classes once a fortnight in the library for a lesson and quiet reading. 

 

Here’s to a great school year. 

 

Sarah Derrig 
Library Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ecmelb.concordinfiniti.com


St Paul’s Campus 
423 Blackshaws Rd 
Altona North VIC 3025 

P.O. Box 5 
Altona North VIC 3025 
P 8325 5100     F 9314 2475 
www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au 

Notre Dame Campus 
2-40 Foxwood Drive 
Point Cook VIC 3030 

 Calendar Term 1 Weeks 3A & 4B 
6 February  Parent House Meeting Year 7 & 12 and new Year 8 - 12 at 7pm 

  NDC SACCSS Senior Boys Cricket and Girls Netball vs. Caroline Springs  

  SPC College Assembly  

8 February  NDC College Assembly 

  SPC ACC Senior Cricket EMM v SMC, Senior Tennis EMM v SAL, Senior Volleyball EMM v SAL 

9 February Year 12 English Excursion - Sunset Boulevarde (ACMI) 

  NDC SACCSS Year 10 Premier League Rd 1 vs. St Monica’s 

  SPC Year 8 Medieval Day (Humanities) 

10 February  Opening School Eucharist being held at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

 

13 February NDC SACCSS Senior Boys Cricket vs. Thomas Carr  

14 February  NDC Year 7 Swimming Carnival 

  SPC House Athletics Carnival - students dismissed @ 1pm  

15 February NDC Year 8 Medieval Day (Group 1) 

  SPC Year 7 Camp (Portsea) 

  SPC ACC Senior Cricket DLS v EMM, Senior Tennis SBE v EMM, Senior Volleyball FTG v EMM 

16 February  NDC Year 8 Medieval Day (Group 2) 

  NDC SACCSS Year 10 Premier League Rd 2 vs. Melton (Soccer vs. North Keilor, Volleyball vs Marymede)  

  SPC Year 7 Camp (Portsea) 

17 February SPC Year 7 Camp (Portsea)  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional land of the Kulin Nation. We recognise the First People’s relationship to this land, 
water and culture and offer our respect to their elders, past, present, emerging. Emmanuel College commits itself to reconciliation.  

http://www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au


 
   

 
2023 Homeroom Listings & House Teams  

St Paul’s Campus  
 

 

Campus Leader: Chris O’Malley 
Pastoral Leader: Daniel Velardo 

CASSIDY [CAS] 
Nidhi Chhibber - CHH 

CHAMINADE [CHD] 
Thomas Meegan - MEE 

McCLUSKEY [MCK] 
Michael Gray - GRM 

 

McCOY [MCY] 
Cate Toebelman - TOE 

 

WINTERS [WIN] 
Selma Porcic (POR) 

 
Steve Chaperon [CHA] 
Flynn [FLN] 46 

Aaron Zahra [ZAH] 
Bradman [BRD] 12 
 

Suzanne Woolley [WOO] 
Burnet [BUR] 22 

Andrew Babb [BAB] 
Barton [BAR] 32 

Sneha Kadam [KAD] 
Daniel [DAN] 1 

Paul Abdallah (ABP) 
Hollows [HOL] 40 

Victoria D’Alton [DAL] 
Fraser [FRA] 14 
 

Matthew Farrugia [FAM] 
Lawson [LAW] 21 

Chris Terzakis [TEC] 
Deakin [DKN] 33 

Gethmini Jayasundara [JAY] 
Exodus [EXO] 4 

Kristi Johansen [JOH] 
John [JON] 42 

Diana Barac [BRC] 
Namatijira [NAM] 19 

Aaron Joyce [JOY] 
Mannix [MAN] 23 

Heather Barlow [BAR] 
Elliott [ELL] 37 

Karla Emerson [EME)  
Joshua [JOS] 2 

Matt Shiell [SHI] 
Matthew [MAT] 41 
 

Bill Burns [BUR] 
Roberts [ROB] 16 

Sophie Cochrane [COS]  
Simpson [SIM] 24 

Clare De Graaf [DEG] 
Flinders [FLI] 39 

Louis Oosthuizen [OST] 
MacKillop [MAC] 6 

David Biggs [BIG]  
Romero [RMO] 48 

Edwin Bowers [BOW] 
Tasman [TAS] 13 

Nola Hamilton [HAO] 
Walker [WLK] 20 
 

Liam Gilbee [GIL] 
Laver [LVR] 35 

Hannah Terry [TER] 
William [WLM] 7 

Jenna Borg [BOJ] 
Mark [MRK] 44 

Georgina Solano (SOL) 
Paul [PAL] 10 

Kate Challen (CHK) 
Freeman [FRE] 25 

Adele Mehmet (MEH) 
Melba [MEL] 34 

Jack Cairns (CAI) 
Solomon [SOL] 3 
 



 Homeroom Listings & House Teams 
Notre Dame Campus 

 
 

Marian Campus Leader – Kelley Revelman 
Pastoral Leader – Nick Blassis 

CASSIDY [CAS] 
Rebecca Chester - CHE 

CHAMINADE [CHD] 
Rebecca Smith - SMR 

McCLUSKEY [MCK] 
Kayla Best - BES 

McCOY [MCY] 
Joel Salmond- SAL 

WINTERS [WIN] 
Taylor Rodrigues - ROD 

Xianhan (Siena) Ma [MAX] 
Cassidy [A] B21 

Sudha Rao [RAO] 
Chaminade [A] L11 

Tania King [KIT] 
McCluskey [A] Q01 

Aron Altun [ALT] 
McCoy [A] Z34 

Greta Aranha [ARA] 
Winters [A] Study Hall 

Rodger Hoskin [HOS] 
Cassidy [B] B22 

Helen Chan [CHN] 
Chaminade [B] L12 

Nicole Evans [EVN] 
McCluskey [B] Q02 

Danielle Steenkamp [STE] 
McCoy [B] Z35 

Trevor Blackhurst [BLT] 
Winters [B] T01 

Daniel Caplan [CAP] 
Cassidy [C] B23 

Terry Manoussakis [MAN] 
Chaminade [C] L13 

Dan O’Boyle [OBL] 
McCluskey [C] Q03 

Maria Dance [DAN] 
McCoy [C] Z36 

Alistair Watts-Lyons [WAA]  
Winters [C] T02 

Mollie Wyatt [WYA]            
Cassidy [D] B24 

Malcolm Willetts [WIL]/Adrian 
Montana (MON) 
Chaminade [D] L14 

Carly James [JAM]/Carly Noye [NOY] 
McCluskey [D] Q04 

Francis Romano [ROM] 
McCoy [D] Z37 

Emily Liu [LIU] 
Winters [D] T03 

Smitha Sunil [SUN] 
Cassidy [E] B25 

Daniel Hindmarch [HIN] 
Chaminade [E] L15 

Rachel English [ENG] 
McCluskey [E] R02 

Linh Phan [PHA] 
McCoy [E] Z38 

Brad Robertson [ROR] 
Winters [E] T04 

Louis Toney [TON] 
Cassidy [F] B26 

Paige Byrne [BYP] 
Chaminade [F] L16 

Simone Traglia [TRA] 
McCluskey [F] R03 

Taranjeet Kaur [KAU] 
McCoy [F] Z39 

Michael Green [GRE] 
Winters [F] T05 

Alexandra Genovese [GEN] 
VCAL Marie N48 

   Daniel Taylor [TAD] 
VCAL Jakob N46 

 
 Callahan Campus Leader – David Barr 

Pastoral Leader – Maree Cody 
CASSIDY [CAS] 

Amy Philippou– PHI 
CHAMINADE [CHD] 

Gerard Neenan - NEE 
McCLUSKEY [MCK] 

Krystal Holzer - HOL 
McCOY [MCY] 

Tess Blassis - BLA 
WINTERS [WIN] 

Rachael Schmidt-Sefrim - SCH 
Melanie Treherne [TRE] 
Cassidy [G] B27 

Yumi Yoshida [YOS] 
Chaminade [G] L17 

Jessica Daaboul [DAA] 
McCluskey [G] R04 

Cerys Merrett [MER] 
McCoy [G] N40 

Steven Chen [CHS] 
Winters [G] T06 

Jacqui Hu [HUJ] 
Cassidy [H] B28 

Yichen Wang [WAY] 
Chaminade [H] L18 

Sarah Lyons [LYS] 
McCluskey [H] R05 

Rebecca Dunn [DUN]/Michelle Stokie 
[STM] 
McCoy [H] N41 

Maily Pham [PHM] 
Winters [H] T07 

Dennis Dujic [DUJ] 
Cassidy [I] B29 

Mikkel Blomley [BLO] 
Chaminade [I] L19 

Keenan Gatens [GAT] 
McCluskey [I] R06 

Sian O’Neale [ONE] 
McCoy [I] N42 

Hannah Bridges [BRI] 
Winters [I] T08 

Sinead Horgan [HOR]           
Cassidy [J] B30 

Diane Delia [DEL] 
Chaminade [J] L20 

Lavinia Setini [SET] 
McCluskey [J] R07 

Matthew Lever [LEV] 
McCoy [J] N43 

Elizabeth Vidovic [VIE] 
Winters [J] T09 

Adriana Agosta [AGO] 
Cassidy [K] B31 

Connor Longhurst [LON] 
Chaminade [K] Z31 

Mathew Niemczyk [NIE] 
McCluskey [K] R08 

Nicholas Maynard [MAY] 
McCoy [K] N44 

Rita Hanna [HAN] 
Winters [K] T10 

Luke Byrne [BYR] 
Cassidy [L] B32 

Chris Roux [ROC] 
Chaminade [L] Z32 

Carla Solarino [SOC] 
McCluskey [L] R09 

Joyce Molloy [MOL] 
McCoy [L] N45 

Jessica Alger [ALG] 
Winters [L] D01 

   John Murphy [MUR] 
VCAL Adele N49 

 

 



“It takes a village to raise a child because in a village there are always enough kids to form a play group.” Anon

Life for children and teenagers is generally very busy and adult-initiated. A quick glance at most kids’ after school 
schedules will reveal at least two after school activities (involving sport/ physical activity or classes of some sort) 
each week that are organised and lead by an adult. Nothing wrong with that however the more time children 
spend in adult-initiated activities the less free time they have to spend among themselves, and the enormous 
benefits this brings.

Spending free time with peers benefits kids in these ways:

1. They learn to negotiate and communicate
Young children generally communicate with one another through play, and the communications have real 
meaning. They negotiate about what and how to play. Typically kids will make up the rules of any game, 
modifying them as they go along, and challenging other children’s interpretations. “You’re not playing by the rules”
is a common childhood retort most of us are familiar with. Left to their own devices kids will generally resolve 
such conflict situations more creatively, and with more finality than when adults become involved .

Teenage peer-to-peer communications often focus on emotions and the struggles they experience. Adolescents 
learn they can be honest with their friends, as they are less likely to overreact and assume control, the way that 
their parents or other adults might.

2. They become independent quicker
When children spend more time among themselves they become less reliant on adults to solve problems for 
them. In fact, when kids play among themselves someone will take on the authority of an adult and ensure that 
problems are resolved, usually more quickly and more equitably than when an adults attempts to do so.

Typically when kids of any age get together they act in ways that can mock and challenge adulthood – young 
children will use ‘naughty’ words and teenagers push parent boundaries so they can gather together away from 
adults. This type of independence-seeking is the default mechanism of kids of all ages, but it can be stifled by well-
meaning, over-involved or over-controlling adults.
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3. They are less anxious
“I dare you” is a phrase that evokes strong memories for many adults. It’s a 
throw-back to a time when as children or teenagers we challenged each other 
to climb that tree, to cross that road and to go speak to that girl/boy. Of 
course, the biggest challenge we faced was to confront our fears rather than 
avoid them. Children of any generation tend to be more courageous, and 
better able to learn to manage difficult emotions such as fear, nervousness 
and anxiousness when they spend more time with each other, away from 
adults.

4. They become more innovative
Adults of every generation bemoan the fact that children and teens don’t play in the same way as they did when 
they were young. We forget that children are naturally drawn to the newest innovations in the larger culture 
around them. Where adults are naturally suspicious of change, children will invariably embrace it. This is shown 
by children’s eagerness to embrace digital technology, which is often far ahead of their parents and teachers. 
Children’s culture focuses, quite naturally and adaptively, on the skills important to the world they are growing 
into, not the world as it was, when their parents and teachers were growing up.

5. They get along better with others
The biggest requirement for kids mixing with siblings and peers is that they must get along with each other. They 
need to accept each other’s differences; learn how to assert themselves while accommodating the needs of others 
and respect other kids’ opinions, not just their own. This type of socialisation is central to being a member of civil 
society. The skills of “getting along’ are best practised among equals and for kids that means practising on their 
peers and siblings. These “getting along’ skills may be well be the most important skills for kids to develop if they 
are to lead a successful adult life –including maintaining long-term partnerships, making friends and enjoying 
cooperative relationships in the workplace.

Encourage a culture of childhood
As a parent or teacher it helps to see the time kids spend among friends and siblings as valuable rather than 
wasted time. Encourage kids to spend time with each other and resist the urge to rush in fix things up between 
peers and siblings when relationships sour or they have problems to resolve. And resist the natural urge of most 
parents who lead small families to know everything that’s happening in a child’s life -kids need some time and 
space to work things out themselves.

Kids need to belong to two cultures
Encouraging a culture of childhood doesn’t mean that we devalue what we offer as adults to children and young 
people. Kids also need to be able to fit into the adult culture that we are preparing them for. However it’s 
important to recognise the value of sibling and peer relationships in the development of the skills and attitudes 
needed for a successful adult life.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling 
Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release 
Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.
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